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(l&ccerpts) 

Tho  First  Hooting  of  tho  Investigation 
Committee  for  the  Ratification  of  the 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930 
nac  hold  at  tho  offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  1?  August  (Monday),  She '.rc.  5  /1930/ 

Those  present: 

/ 

President  KURATOMI 
Vice  President  HIT  ANUTA 

Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Committee,  Councillor  ITO 
Members  of  the  Investigation  Committee 


Councillor  KAHEKO 

Councillor  DEN 

i 

i 

Councillor  KUBOTA 

Councillor  ARAI 

1 

Councillor  YATAXAWA 

Councillor  KAWAI 

Councillor  KURCDA 

Councillor  MIZUKACHI 

1 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAHI 

Secretary  HORIE 

Sccrotary  HDTO 

(Tho  meeting  was  opened  at  1:05  P.M.) 

Chairman  Ti’O,  after  calling  the  mooting  to  order,  stated  that  as  this 
bill  was  an  important  bill  which  affected  the  national  welfare,  it  was 
necessary  to  mako  a  specially  careful  investigation  of  the  bill,  and  that 
first,  ho  wanted  to  determine  the  policy  and  order  of  tho  investigation  in 
order  that  it  might  proceed  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He  continued  that  the 
matters  to  be  questioned  would  roughly  bo  divided  into  seven  items,  for  each 
of  which  a  chief  investigator  would  be  appointed,  who,  after  making  a  thorough 
investigation,  would  sot  a  date,  listen  to  tho  explanations  of  tho  authorities 
and  a.sk  questions.  He  further  stated  that  he  hoped  that  care  would  be  taken 
not  to  allow  tho  proceedings  of  the  meeting  to  leak  out. 


Then  tho  Chairman  expressed  tlianks  for  tho  services  of  Chief  Seorotary 
FUTAKAf.’I  who  had  exerted  himself  day  after  day  to  study  this  bill.  Next, 
Chief  Secretary  FUT.'JCAMI  mado  an  explanation  regarding  tho  items  to  bo 
questioned.  Councillor  KAT7AI  made  an  inquiry  about  the  presentation  of  a 


memorial  to  the  Throne  by  the  Supreme  War  Council,  and  Chairman  3T0  gave  his 
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tho  problem  of  the  supremo  com.nJ,  and  the  Chairman  expressed  hie  views 
on  the  matter  also. 

President  KlvhUi'OHI  stated.  that,  his  negotiation  some  tine  ago  with 
tho  Pvinc  finietc  about  tlic  manner  of  presenting  the  written  reply  to  tho 
Throne  vne  :ith  the  intention  of  advising  its  presentation  as  material 
necessary  for  tho  investigation.  Then  hi:  explained  tho  details. 

Council? or  KV.18K0  inovired  whether  tho  Government  had  ashed  the 
Council  to  curry  out  tho  investigation  quickly  ovan  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  summer  vacation,  Prosident  KURATCl'I  reported  on  the  progress  of  tho 
negotiations  with  the  Cabinet  since  the  receipt  of  tho  written  Imperial 
Inquiry,  and  especially  on  the  reply  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  whether  it  was 
necessary  or  not  to  car?’:’-  out  tho  investigation  quiolr-ly. 

Councillor  ILA'TKO  rejected  the;  popular  opinion  that  the  present 
treaty  should  be  ratified  quickly  in  respect  to  international  faith,  and 
oxplainod  the.  internal  circumstances  under  which  tho  United  States  had 
ratified  tho  treaty  so  promptly. 

The  Chairman  next  asked  for  tho  opinion  of  v.nch  councillor  regarding 
tho  order  of  the  investigation  of  this  treaty.  Councillors  KA'IAI  \nd  KURODA 
gave  their  opinions.  The  Chairmen  further  roforrod  hie  opinion  to  the 
council  that  as  it  -r.s  detrimental  and  useless  for  the  State  Ministers  to 
be  accompanied  by  so  many  unnecessary  explainers  to  the  committee  mootings 
as  has  boon  tho  practice,  he  ranted,  except  when  the  presence  of  others 
was  especially  nocossorv,  only  tho  Premier  and  the  Foreign  and  the  Uavy 
Ministers  to  attend  the  mootings  for  the  investigation  of  this  treaty. 
Councillors  KAUEeO  and  KIT'XJTA  supported  thr  proposal  and  it  was  decided  as 
tho  Ch.ai5.man  proposed. 

Chairman  TJ'O,  after  giving  the  date  and  time  of  the  next  mooting, 
announced  the  rooting  closed, 

(The  mooting  -.r.s  closed  at.  2:40  P.K. ) 
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Tho  Second  liootiujj  of  the  Investigation  Conuittco 
regarding  tho  Ratification  of  tho 


London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930 
Held  at  the  of '.ices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  23  Auf'-  -it  (Saturday) ,  SKORl  5  /1930/ 


Tho  no  nr ononis 


Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Comnittoo,  Councillor  ITO 
Members  of  the  Investigation  Cowmittoc: 


Councillor  K/fJEKO 
Councillor  KUBOTA 
Councillor  Y.\ir.KA’!A 
Councillor  KURODA 


Councillor  D79iT 
Councillor  API  I 
Councillor  3K*AI 
Councillor  MIZUiACHX 


Ministers  of  State 


Prime  Minister  H/JlAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAK  Jl/jffi 
Foreign  Minister  Si'H)I7(APA 


Chief  Secretary  FOTATJ.KI 
Secretary  HOP  IF. 

Socrotary  KliTO 

(Tho  fiocting  uae  opened  at  1»05  P.K.) 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/ed636d/ 


the  treaty  ns  if,  ’.t.s  dc a  - 

their  and  our  nruaiont  at 
v-T'.n  of  course  not  satisfai 
Ministers  to  retire. 


^ss-rr  to  doton.'iiv.  the  general  outline  of 
juncture,  although  the  content  of  tho  treaty 
After  that  the  Clxairr.inn  requested  the 


fhon  discussion  ms  begun  within  the  cenriittoo,  The  opinion  was 
voiced  that  regarding  the  nroblon  of  the  deficiency  of  our  armed  strength, 
the  attendance  of  KATO,  c;,:-eh.iof  of  the  Naval  Gcnoral  Stiff,  should  be  ’re¬ 
quested  through  tho  ITavy  Minister,  Regardin''  questions,  it  v/na  dccidod  that 
questions  about  facts  would  be  given  preference, 

Connittce  Chatman  ITO  declared  tho  rooting  closed, 

(Tho  noct? ng  was  closed  at  2ir:0  F.M.) 
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Tho  Third  Meeting  of  the  Investigation  Connittoc 
regarding  tho  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930 
Hold  at  the  offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  P.6  August  (Tuesday),  Sho.va  5  /1930/ 


Those  present : 

Pros' don  t  KHttTCf.II 
Vice  President  SMWi. 

Chair  \n  of  tho  Investigation  Gonnitteo,  Councillor  3TC 


Members  of  the  Invostivation  Connittoo: 


Councillor  KA’TSKO 
C  emc  ill  or  KUBOTA 
Councillor  YiLAKAUA 
Councillor  KTJRGDA 


Ministers  of  State: 

Pri-o  Minister  HAMAGPCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAKARABE 
Foreign  Minister  SHJDWJU. 


Chief  Secretary  FUTAiiAKI 
Secretary  HCP.1TS 
Secretary  iuTTO 


Councillor  DEIJ 
Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KATA  I 
Councillor  I'TZITACHI 


(Tho  rooting  v-as  opened  at  1:05  P.M. ) 

Councillor  ICflTKO  said,  thet  according  to  tho  press  a  certain  Stcito 
Hinistor  had  fade  remarks  that  scored  to  indicate  hostility  toward  the  Privy 
Council.  This  was  c  matter  for  groat  regrot,  since  it  ran  counter  to  the 
Iaiporial  Conraand  of  Emperor  floiji,  but  the  Council  had  no  intontion  of  In¬ 
terfering  with  tho  acconrlishrort  of  the  Cabinet' a  policies .  Its  sole  In¬ 
tention  v.tis  to  ob.  y  tho  Iroorial  Cor.nand,  aid  ho  requested  that  questions  be 
answered  without  reserve.  He  then  continued  that  ho  wanted  to  know  vhy  tho 
Cabinet  was  in  such  a  hurry  for  tho  ratification  of  this  treaty  ar  to  wish 
the  co'.-'ittoo  to  investigate  it  ©von  in  thr  r.idst  of  the  hot  season  during 
tho  tine  7-hen  vacations  had  been  granted..  To  this  question,  the  Foreign 
Minister  -ado  an  answer. 
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Councillor  KA'IEKO  quoried  again  whether  in  ease  Ireland  would  not 
r&tify  the  treaty,  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  and  stated  that  it 
was  only  foi’  the  co’tv.nionce  0f  her  domestic  administration  that  the  United 
States  liad  ?.  ini  died  its  ratification  without  delay.  Ho  a  eked  about  tlio 
circumstances  ”ldch  had  led  the  Japanese  plenipotentiaries  to  go  to  England 
via  America  in  answer  to  an  invitation  from  the  United  States  and  rcccivod 
a  reply  from  the  Foreign  Minister. 


Then  the  aor.c  Councillor  asked  whether  it  was  true  that  Plcnipotontiuiy 
TAKARABE,  prior  to  his  departure,  had  invited  in  r.cubors  of  both  Houses  of 
the  Diet  and  others,  had  orcplaincd  tho  so-called  Tlirec  Hein  Principles,  and 
had  stated  that  Japan’s  nininun  military  strength  should  be  70%  of  that  of 
the  United  States,  The  Navy  Minister  repliod  in  tho  affirmative, 

Tho  Councillor  then  asked  whether  it  was  true  tliat  Plenipotentiary 
WAKATSUKI  had  also  declared  at  S»ui  Francisco  that  Japan’s  minimum  military 
3trongth  must  be  70 %  of  that  of  tho  United  States.  Tho  Foroign  Ministor 
made  a  reply,  but  the  Councillor  not  being  satisfied  demanded  an  explanation 
of  Plenipotentiary  7AKATSUKI  about  tho  ratter.  The  same  Councillor  furthor 
askod  about  the  facts  of  tho  negotiations  concerning  tho  "70£"  problem  bctwcon 
STIMSON,  Ambassador  DEBUCHI,  and  Plenipotentiaries  WAKATSUKI  and  TAKARABE, 
and  whether  the  so-called  compromise  hud  boon  agreed  upon  at  the  mooting  of 
MATSUDAIEA  and  REED,  The  Foreign  Minister  answered  in  detail. 

Then,  tho  Councillor  queried  ’.hot her  tho  rumor  was  truo  tliat*  no  con¬ 
sultation  had  be.  n  held  with  'Admiral  ABO  until  tho  aforesaid  co:  proniso  had 
been  made.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  in  tho  negative.  The  Councillor  in¬ 
quired,  furthermore,  as  to  tho  authenticity  of  the  fact  that  when  tho  com- 
promiso  among  Japan,  Britain  and  the  United  States  was  concluded,  Admiral 
ABO,  being  astonished  at  tho  quantitative  equality  in  submarines  had  stressed 
the  necessity  on  tho  part  of  Japan  of  maintaining  the  present  amount,  but 
that  Plenipotentiary  WAKATSUKI  had  said  it  already  too  late  to  amend  tho 
co:w>ronisc.  The  Foreign  Ministor  replied  to  this. 

Then,  the  Councillor  demand od  to  bo  shown  tho  whole  text  of  tho 
telegram  which,  he  heard,  had  bocn  sent  from  Plenipotentiary  TAKARABE  to  Vico 
Navy  Minister  YAMAiTASHI  v/ith  instructions  to  "introduce  the  opinion  of  tho 
Wavy  General  Staff  about  tho  compromise  to  the  Cabinet,"  at  tho  time  of 
Plenipotentiary  WAKATSUKI ’3  requested  Instructions  on  whether  or  not  to 
accept  the  compromise  plan;  he  also  donandod  to  bo  shown  tho  secret  documents, 
if  any,  as  such,  seemed  to  be  in  existence  from  what  had  been  discussod  in  tho 
U,  S.  Uppor  House,  To  this,  tho  Navy  and  Foreign  Ministers  answered 
respectively. 

Furthermore,  tho  Councillor  inquired  whether  it  was  truo  that  Premier 
KAI-’AGUCUI  repliod  in  the  House  of  Peers:  "I  will  not  rofer  to  wliat  Articlos 
XI  and  XII  of  tho  Constitution  signify,  because  even  tho  scholars  have  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  about  thorn,"  The  Prime  Minister  first  orcplalncd  tho  reason 
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why  the  Cabi.net  './r,s  in  such  a  hurry  to  rake  this  investigation  during  tho 
hot  season,  .-Lid-  ^  ua>  eoplitu  that  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  witlihold  the 
answer  on  the  cofcft  itution.vl  ineorprotntxon,  sinco  it  was  not  directly  con- 
ccmod  with  the  London  Treaty, 

Then,  the  Co’Uiclllov  roquostod  to  be  shown  the  forral  texts  of  tho 
tranmitted  documents  of  tho  direct  appeals  to  tho  Throne,  and  of  the 
ncr.orials  tc  the  Throne  as  regards  the  disposition  of  ratters  concerning 
Military  strength- 

Councillor  K'-TTAT  argued  that  it  wa3  utterly  inconprohonsiblo  that  the 
Japanese  Plonr.potcntia'xoa,  do  spite  their  declaration  boforo  their  departure, 
asked  for  instruct  ions,  gxvi ng  up  the  Threo  Main  Principles,  and  that  tho 
Navy  General  Staff  h.jcl  approved.  And  he  a  shod  the  Navy  Minister  for  his 
opinion  on  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  Minister ls  Administrative  Office,  and 
inquirod  whether  it  rear,  true  that  at  a  Mooting  of  tho  Supreme  War  Council  it 
had  been  agreed  not  to  set  up  the  Navy  Minister's  Administrative  Office  in 
the  future.  To  thi3  inquiry.,  the  Navy  Minister  ctatod  that  ho  had  not  con¬ 
sidered  that  a  slight  diminution  in  Japan’s  hdlding  of  military  strength 
from  7055  of  tliat  of  tho  United  States  v:ould  render  impossible  tho  concluding 
of  the  treaty,  and  he  liad  presented  tho  memorial  to  the  Throne  as  regards 
the  disposition  of  ratters  concerning  military  strength.  The  Prino  Ministor 
raised  the  question  as  to  whether  tho  investigation  of  the  connection  betwoen 
tho  direct  appeal  to  the  Throne  and  the  Cabinet  which  Councillor  KANEKO  had 
requested,  must  cover  the  whole  period  from  tho  boginning  of.  tho  Meiji  Era  to 
the  present  day.  Councillor  KANEKO  replied  it  would  be  enough  to  have  the 
titles  of  the  documents  which  had  been  transmitted  to  tho  Cabinet  from 
Meiji  43  /1910/  on word. 

Then  Councillor  KAWAI  requested  that  tho  confidential  instructions 
to  tho  Japanese  Plenipotentiaries  be  produced.  After  this  was  done,  Chairman 
ITO  declared  tho  Meeting  closed. 


(The  meeting 
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The  Fourth  Mooting  of  tho  Investigation  Conrittco 


London  "Ti  V<  .1  Trent;/  cf  1930 


Hold  ;,t  the  offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  20  August  (Thursday) ,  Shn-.m  5  /1930/ 


Those  prcsoiV! 


President  of  tho  Privy  Council  KUllAVCI'I 
Vice  Prosidont  of  the  Privy  Counoil  HIRANU34A 

Chain^i  of  tho  Investigation  Conr.ittoc,  Councillor  ITO 

Mer.bcrs  of  tho  lir/c a t ign.t ion  Connittocs 

Councillor  DSH  » 
Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KAftAI 
Counci]  lor  MIZUMACHI 


C  ounc  ill  cr  KAHEXO 
Councillor  Y.’J.VJu.' 
Councillor  KUPGDA 


Councillor  XIIBCTT. 


Absent 


Ministers  of  Sto.toi 


PrL  if?  Minister  HAHAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAFARABE 
Foreign  Minister  S' ’  TDEHARA 


Chief  Secretary  PUT. 
Secretary  HGRIE 
Sv:cretaifr  HlffO 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/ed636d/ 


The  Councillor  further  said  that  accordin';  to  an  article  in  the  Japan 
Tires, he  /  V-GAl/  ctatedr  :,!*uch  superannuated  men  as  the  Privy  Councillors 
are  unnecessa’v  to  a  modern  nation, r  and  then  ashed  whether  this  uas  true  or 
not.  Regarding  this,  the  foreign  Idinister  replied,  nI  think  that  the  speech 
and  statement  of  lir.  NAGAI  T;ere  proba'oLy  not  traely  reported.”  Thereupon 
Councillor  KAHFKO  requested  the  facto  be  ascertained  directly  from  Vice 
Minister  NAC.AT.  to  rrhich  the  Foreign  f’inister  agreed.  Then  the  same  Council¬ 
lor  asked.  vrhy  Jo-nan  doesn't  join  the  Continental  Group  and  do  as  Italy  and 
France  have  do:ie3  'To  thip,  the  Foreign  Minister  gave  his  ansrer. 

The  Coxicillor  further  denounced  the  Cabinet  by  stating  that  though 
the  Foreign  Inris'cer  gays  that  the  treaty  ms  rather  a  success,  a  look  at  the 
minutes  of  the  United  Jhatos  Senate  rri.ll  shon  that  it  v/as  argued  that  this 
treaty  mould.  Japan  look  on  vitli  hands  tied  until  the  U.  S, ,  rhich  at 

present  lias  only  tvo  heavy  cruisers,  constructed  fifteen  of  then.  Could  the 
Cabinet  still  hold  its  vie*'  of  diplomatic  success,  he  questioned,  and  con¬ 
tinued  that  rhile  the  strength  of  forces  in  the  U,  S,  rras  decided  by  "the 
President,  and  that  in  Japan  by  His  Majesty  rrith  the  assistance  of  the 
Suorer.e  Command.  in  suite  of  this,  the  present  Cabinet,  assuming  an  attitude 
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An  inouiry  xv.3  ra.de  by  Councillor  DE1I  concerning  the  dual  complement 
of  worship  ncrsonno?.,  to  rhich  the  Navy  Minister  caisrorod. 


(The  meeting  was  adjourood  at  3s?0  P.!’.) 


Pago  11  . 


Councillor  I'A  ^KO  criticized  the  Foreign  Minister,  saying  that  the 
remark  ho  made  laying  the  blare  on  the  ill  workmanship  of  the  photogravure 
rras  without  reason.  There  followed  questions  and  ans’..'ers  between  the  Foreign 
Minister  and  the  Councillor  regarding  this. 


After  this,  Corm.ittee  Chainnan  HO  stated  that  it  ms  very  regrettable 
that  there  arc  various  propaganda-liko  rumors  concorning  this  Committee,  and 
so  saying  ho  declared  the  rooting  closed  for  the  day. 
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Tho  Fifth  Meeting  of  the  Investigation  Committee 
regarding  tho  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930, 

Held  at  the  offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  1  September  (Monday),  SKODA  5  /1930/ 


1 


Those  present: 

President  KURATCUI 
Vico  President  HPANUHA 

Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Comwittoo,  Councillor  3T0 


Members  of  tho  Investigation  Committed 


Councillor  KA  'EKO 
Councillor  KUBOTA 
Councillor  XAKAKADA 
Councillor  KIP.ODA 


Coimcillor  DEI 
Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KADAI 
Councillor  MIZUMACHI 


Ministers  of  Stato: 


Prime  Minister  H/JIACUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAKAP-A3E 
Foreign  Minister  SK IDEHARA 

Chief  Secretory  FUTAICAKI 

Secretary  HORIE 

Secretary  KOTO 

(The  mooting  vrcis  opened  at  1:00  P.M.) 

Comnittoo  Chairman  ITO  announced  the  opening  of  the  Conference,  and 
stating  that  there  had  been  an  omission  in  the  onsrer  to  Coimcillor  KTTCDA's 
quostion  in  tho  previous  mooting,  ashed  how  tho  erroneously  written  passages 
in  the  text  of  the  treaty  should  be  dealt  with,  A  statement  was  also  mado 
by  Councillor  KURCDA  on  tho  purport  of  this  inouiry,  to  which  tho  Foreign 
Minister  replied.  Councillor  XA7AI  inquired  about  tho  procedure  by  wh’ch 
the  instructions  to  the  3jrmo"ial  Plenipotentiaries  ’.Tore  decided,  and  tho  Navy 
Minister  onswored  this. 

The  same  Coimcillor  further  inquired  what  induced  tho  Havy  Ministor  to 
submit  to  tho  Throne  thG  matter  regarding  tho  disposition  of  armod  fa  ces  and 
to  ash  for  Imperial  sanction  whon  there  was  already  an  established  usage,  to 
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which  Question  the  Navy  Minister  replied  that  it  was  because  that  matter  nad 
become  a  problem  in  the  Special  Session  of  the  Diet  after  the  London  Disarma¬ 
ment  Conference,  breeding  various  arguments  among  the  military  authorities 
also.  Subsequently  the  cone  Councillor  said  that  he  considered  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  had  been  the  -fcrty  Minister's  Administrative  Of  'icer  at  that 
tine,  as  not  having  conformed  to  the  said  usage;  and  ashed  the  Navy  Minister 
r-hat  he  thought  of  it.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that  after  his  roturn  to 
Japan  ho  had  carefully  inquired  of  the  persons  responsible  on  thr.t  matter, 
and  it  ms  concluded  that  there  had  boon  nothing  wrong  in  the  procedure  taken 
by  the  s.id  Administrative  Officer  at  that  time. 

Furthor,  Councillor  KANAI  inquirod  as  to  the  reason  for  tho  many 
changes  of  cost  in  the  Naval  Gonoral  Staff,  including  the  Vice  Cniex  o.  Staff, 
to  which  the  Navy  Minister  replied.  Subsequently,  the  same  Councillor  re- 
oucstod.  a  detailed  explanation  regarding  the  situation  which  led  to  the  re¬ 
placement  of  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff,  to  which  the  Navy  Minister  stated  that 
he  regretted  very  much  receiving  questions  basod  on  newspaper  articles,  end 
furthor  explained,  that  Admiral  KATO  himself  regretted  what  ho  had  done  at  the 
time  he  was  ashed  for  instructions,  and  had  tendered  his  resignation  with  the 
reason  that  ho  could  not  boar  the  thoughts  of  self-reproach  for  not  having 
stated  his  opinion  positively.  He,  the  Navy  Minister,  had  thereupon  reported 
tho  change  of  post  to  tho  Throne.  The  same  Councillor  also  stated  that  it 
could  bo  interpreted  that  whon  Admiral  NATO  submitted  his  resolution  to  re¬ 
sign  to  tho  Throne  on  the  grounds  that  he  could  not  do  justico  to  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  tho  Supreme  Command,  he  was  commanded  to  rosign,  and  ashed 
whether  it  was  so.  Tho  Navy  Minister  replied  that  it  was  true  that  he  had 
submitted  his  papers  at  the  tino  ho  reported  his  resignation  to  tho  Throne 
but  changes  in  the  posts  hnd  not  been  made  by  it. 

The  Councillor  further  stated  that  he  had  heard  that  Vice  Admiral 
SAXON  J I, with  the  consent  of  Plenipotentiary  TAKA? ABE,  had  sent  a  wiro  to  Vice 
Navy  Minister  YAUAMASHI  telling  him  to  be  prepared  for  a  brealc-down  when 
sending  instructions;  and  after  the  Instructions  were  dispatched  the  Navy 
Chief  of  Staff  had  also  sent  a  secret  telegram  to  Plenipotentiary  TAiuJAJSt. 

The  Councillor  demanded  tho  tclographic  message  be  presented.  Tho  Navy 
Minister  oxplainod  the  circumstances  at  tho  time  the  telegram  from  London  was 
received  and,  saying  that  he  lrnd  try  no  means  sent  the  tclogram  in  betrgral  of 
his  colleagues,  gave  a  summary  of  the  telegram  from  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff. 

Regarding  the  Councillor's  question  as  to  whether  Plenipotentiary 
TAKARA3E  did  or  did  not  know  that  Chief  of  Staff  KATO  had  opposed  tho  mi.-itary 
strength  of  the  requested  plan,  tho  Navy  Minister  repliod  that  he  did  not 
think  ho  /KATO/  would  onposo  it  to  the  extent  of  risking  a  breakdown.  To  this, 
the  some  Councillor  reprovingly  asked  -hy  the  Plenipotentiary  did  not  confirm 
the  intentions  of  tho  Navy  Chief  of  Staff,  a.nd  the  same  Minister  replied  that  ± 
tho  Navy  Minister's  Administrative  Officer  was  in  Tokyo  he  had  not  tnought  it 
ncccssar*'  for  TAXANABE,  who  was  only  a  plenipotentiary,  to  confirm  tho  said 
Chief's  intentions.  Then  he  road  the  telegram  from  tho  Navy  Chief  of  stall, 
dispatched  on  2  April. 
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At  this  tin:;,  Committee  Chairman  TTO  a 
telegram  read  hr/  the-  Wavy  Minister,  ’out  the  I. 
answer  after  consideration. 

Councillor  ARAI  questioned  on  some  dot 
tonnage  of  heavy  cruisers  of  Japan  and  Arcric 
Minister  in  the  last  committee  mooting,  ana  i 
Navy  Minister's  Administrative  Officer  and 
Staff  agroed  in  their  opinion  on  the  mil it nr; 
instructions  vcrc  dispatched,  and  also,  r.-hoo 
noc cssary  to  agree  on  their  opinion. 

To  these  questions,  the  Wavy  Minister 
detailed  renlies.  The  Prime  Minister,  as  an 

for  instinct. ions,  he 
pas  necessary,  and  a 


but  regarding  the  pirns 
opinion  of  ’x>th  parties 
agreement. 

Uc-t.  Councillor  UTJS  OK.-JA,  a  nonbcr  of  the,  Supreme  .ar 

Council,  oecoroanlcC  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff,  end  uhy 

statenont  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  uhon  there ■  tad  not  both 

and  to  this,  the  Trine  Binirtor  ow.-orod  that  at  tto  Odo  ~  tlon  toB 

parties,  If.  OKhD/.,  »  a  t Serb?  Vico 

WifSS  conference  is  going  to  conclude  this  treaty 

as  it  is,  \to  must  study  the  best  method  possible. 

Mr.  KATO  replied*  "As  for  the  Naval  Genera!  Staff,^  this 
“3  to  carry  it  out." 

Councillor  K/'EKO  pointed  out  that  the  fact  that  the  Emperor  decided 

that  although  in  form,  the  military  strongth  can  ^  dotermtood  only^hy  ^ 
Cabinet,  the  military  strength  provided  in  the  treat; ,  ~A  b  ^  ^  ghrdl 
having  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Nay  Cnlcf  of  Star  •  1  OT)inion  '.ms  al- 

nan  TTO  stated  that  the  disregard  of  ^st  bo^Sl investigated,  at 

ready  being  much  talked  ncout,  and  so  ; tl,r  different  from  the  rum 
if  ’  tir.t  the  Prirc  Minister  said  ties  true,  it  is  v  .stl/  diiicrom, 

that  arc  going  around.  He  then  adjourned  the  meeting. 

(The  mooting  vr.s  closed  at  4*10 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/ed636d/ 


Doc.  No.  1124 


P-- 


■L  ' 


The  Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Investigation  ComrJttco 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930. 

Held  at  the  Offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  3  September  (Wednesday),  SHOTA  5  /1930/ 


Those  present: 

President  KURATCn 
Vice  President  HIP.:/ HI  A 


Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Connitteoj  Councillor  ITO 
Members  of  the  Investigation  C  omit  tee: 


Councillor  KAHEKO 
Councillor  KUBOTA 
Councillor  Y/J'AKATA 
Councillor  KURODA 

Absent: 

Ministers  of  State: 


Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KAUAI 
Councillor  MEUMACHI 


Councillor  DEN 


Prime  Minister  HAMAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAKA1ABE 
Foreign  Minister  SH3DEHARA 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAMI 
Secretary  IIORIE 
Secretary  LUTO 

(The  meeting  was  opened  at  1:00  P.H.) 

Chairman  ITO  announced  the  opening  of  the  meeting. 

Councillor  KAHKO  stated  that  he  had  heard  that  Parliamentary  Vice 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  HAGAI  r/ho  had  abused  the  Privy  Council  in  his 
public  speech  mas  going  to  make  a  two  months  trip  to  China,  and  demanded  that 
the  said  Councillor  be  ordered  to  postpone  his  departure  until  the  questions 
raised  by  said  Councillor  the  other  day  rare  settled. 
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The  Foreign  Minister  answered  that  he  had  aslccd  HAGAI  about  the  natter, 
but  that  HAGAI  had  replied  that  he  had  never  abused  the  P^ivy  Council,  tlv.t  ho 
had  only  said  that  as  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  conclude  the  Haval  Treaty, 
y»e  had  to  fight  against  any  statesmen  who  tried  td  prevent  the  conclusion  of 
the  sold  treaty.  The  Foreign  Minister  continued  that  HAGAI  had  also  said  that 
he  Itad  been  quite  surprised  at  the  articles  in  the  foreign-language  newspapers. 
Then  Councillor  ICA'IEKO  made  a  request  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  said  account 
from  the  various  newspapers.  The  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  the  Government 
did  not  have  a  newspaper  account  retracted  each  time  they  found  mistakes  in  it, 
and  that  he  did  not* think  it  necessary  to  take  such  measures  in  this  case. 

The  said  Councillor,  however,  insisted  upon  its  withdrawal,  explaining  that 
■•ith  the  publication  of  such  an  account  in  the  newspapers,  not  only  the  people 
would  naturally  cone  to  bear  bad  feelings  against  the  Privy  Council,  but  that 
the  account  was  also  very  prejudicial  to  the  maintenance  of  amicable  relations 
between  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Foreign  Ministry, 

Councillor  KUHOTA  asked  for  tho  control  of  such  persons  as  would  take 
advantage  of  matters  rolo/tive  to  the  Throne  for  party  movements.  Ho  also 
recommended  that  tho  article  on  HAGAI 1 3  speech  bo  caused  to  be  withdrawn. 
Chairman  TTO  also  expressed  his  desire  that  the  Government  should  take  a  modora'1 
viow  in  the  ratter,  and  announced  his  wish  to  begin  tho  discussion  of  the  main 
subjects. 

Councillor  XA7AI  asked  what  the  Premier  meant  -.'hen  he  answered  in  the 
Lower  House  that  tho  Government  would  bo  solely  responsible  for  national 
defense.  The  Premier  answered  that  he  had  just  replied  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  discuss  in  the  Diet  tho  details  of  tho  negotiations  between  tho  military 
administration  organization  and  tho  military  command  organization;  and  that  as 
the  Navy  General  Staff  was  not  responsible  to  tho  outside,  the  Government 
would  be  responsible.  The  said  Councillor  again  asked  on  what  grounds  the 
Premier  had,  regardless  of  the  objection  of  tho  military,  decided  that  tho 
military  strength  decided  upon  by  the  Treaty  was  sufficient  for  our  national 
defonse;  and  ”hat  ho  meant  when  he  said  that  the  strength  decided  upon  by  the 
present  agreement  wa3  only  a  part  of  our  country's  military  strength.  The  said 
Councillor  continued  to  ask  about  tho  authority  possessed  ty  the  Chief  of  the 
Navy  General  Staff;  and  how  the  Promicr  could  say,  with  a  military  strength 
of  which  the  Chiof  of  tho  Navy  C-c moral  Staff  did  not  approve,  that  our 
national  defense  was  socure#  The  Premier  ropliod  to  each  of  theso  questions. 

Then  the  sar.o  Privy  Councillor  asked  whether  tho  above-mentioned  plan 
of  instructions  in  response  to  a  request  had  been  drafted  by  tho  Naval  General 
Staff  or  not,  and  why  the  plan  had  boon  mado  tho  last  one  in  spito  of  the  fact 
that  our  plenipotentiary  had  often  reported  that  it  was  not  to  bo  tho  last 
plan.  The  Premier  answered  each  quostion  and  statod  tlrat  it  was  duo  to  tho 
fact  that  ho  had  boon  informed  by  tho  plenipotentiary  that  it  was  hopcloss  to 
expect  the  othor  parties  to  concede  any  further.  Then  tho  samo  Councillor 
said  that  ho  was  told  that  the  Navy  Minister's  administrative  officer  was 
heard  to  say,  when  ho  saw  tho  Chief  of  tho  Navy  Gcnoral  Staff  on  27  March, 
that  there  was  no  other  way  for  him  but  to  decide  the  matter  by  himself,  if 
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Lie  Chief  of  the  Navy  General  Staff  persisted  to  the  end  in  his  disagrorme-yL 
The  Councillor  ashed  ho.;  it  was  possible  that  such  a  thing  could  have  t:r  .  ■■ 

The  Councillor  ashed  again  whether  or  not  on  the  sane  occasion  the  Froni'v  "•./ 
petitioned  the  Emneror  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  lar  Council.  >.’r: 

Premier  answered  that  ho  had  on?.y  expressed  his  own  feeling  about  the  maetci 
.nd  that  ho  had  not  petitioned  tho  Ebipcror  to  call  tho  Supremo  !7ar  Council, 
mooting,  Tho  same  Councillor  continuing  furthor  said  that  ho  wanted  to  a si:  the 
Premier  the  reason  "hy  tho  latter  could  say  that  there  was  no  other  way  hut  to 
decide  the  matter  by  himself.  The  Premier  repeated  his  former  answer  and  said 
that  ho  had  only  expressed  his  own  Toolings.  ^Thereupon,  the  same  Councillor 
demanded  to  know  how  it  happened  that  the  Premior  came  to  fool  like  that  and 
stated  definitely  that  tho* Premier  was  wrong  in  concluding  that  the  Navy  Chief 
of  Staff  had  agreed  with  him.  Tc  this,  the  Premier  explained  in  detail  the 
situation  at  tho  tine  and  stated  the  circumstances  in  rh’ch  he  had  concludod 
that  tho  Navy  Chief  of  Staff  had.  agreed  with  him.  However,  the  same  Councillor 
asked  whether  he  had  not  been  too  hasty  in  interpreting  the  behavior  of  the 
Navy  Chiof  of  Staff  as  agreement.  Tho  Premier  insisted  that  it  was  not 
unreasonable. 

After  this  the  same  Councillor  pointed  out  that  the  Premier’s  explanation 
in  the  Privy  Council  was  quite  different  from  that  which  he  had  made  in  the  Diet 
where  he  had  stated  that  the  Government  held  the  right  to  decide  military 
strength.  The  Premier  answered  that  ho  had  not  stated  that  tho  Government  held 
the  right  of  decision,  but  he  had  only  said  that  the  natter  of  concluding 
treaties  should  be  decided  by  the  Cabinet.  Ho  answered  also  that  ho  could  not 
state  the  scope  and  extent  to  which  ho  took  tho  military's  opinion  into  con¬ 
sideration,  as  this  was  a  confidential  matter.  Thereupon,  the  same  Councillor 
asked  how  the  Premier  could  explain  that  agreement  had  been  reached  when  tho 
matter  rcouirod  agreement  by  the  mi?. it ary.  The  Premior  explained  that  it  was 
because  he  had  thought  that  the  military  had  had  no  objection  after  all. 

Councillor  KANEKO  asked  the  Premier  the  reason  why  ho  had  stated  in  tho 
Imperial  Diot  that  he  had  respected  the  military's  opinion  and  taken  it  into 
consideration,  instead  of  saying  that  the  military  had  agreed  with  him.  As  tho 
Premier  answered  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that 
ho  had  obtained  their  consent,  the  same  Councillor  voiced  the  opinion  that  tho 
auestion  had  come  up  because  the  Premier  had  not  said  that  he  had  obtained  their 
consent,  and  that  the  Councillor  considered  it  most  incomprehensible  why  the 
Government  had  had  to  say  pa.rticu?.arly  that  it  had  taken  the  opinion  of  tho 
military  into  consideration  in  deciding  the  matter. 

The  Premier  c^tplr.inod  that  it  was  because  he  had  thought  that  the 
question  of  -hat  the  ideas  of  the  A -my  and  Navy  General  Staffs  wore  should  not 
be  made  an  object  of  discussion  in  the  Diet.  The  sa.no  Councillor  said  that  ho 
would  conclude  his  questioning  on  this  point,  although  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  this  reply. 

Then  Councillor  KATA I  asked  the  Premier  why,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
tho  owinion  of  the  Navy  General  Staff  ought  not  to  be  violated  by  others,  it 
seamed,  according  to  the  Premier's  reoly,  as  though  it  were  a  consultative  orgar 
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of  the  Government,  The  Premier  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Privy  Councillor  ARAI,  after  making  introductory  rornrks  that  ho  would 
ask  about  the  same  thing  once  more  as  it  was  a  sorious  matter,  asked  for 
corroboration  as  to  whothor  cr  not  the  Premior  thought  that  the  agreement  of 
tho  Chiof  of  the  Navy  General  Staff  was  neoossary  in  deciding  mi?.itary  strength. 
The  Premior  repliod  that  ho  thought  that  he  uould  considor  anything  proposed 
by  the  Navy  Minister  as  having  been  approved  by  tho  Ghiof  of  tho  Navy  Gcnoral 
Staff,  because  tho  Premier  thought  that  the  Minister's  opinion  would  bo  in  con¬ 
formity  with  that  of  his  Chief  of  Staff.,  Tho  samo  Councillor  asked  whr.t  if 
tho  Minister  did  not  agree  with  tho  Navy  Chiof  of  Staff?  The  Premior  ropliod 
that  they  should  be  mdc  to  confer  until  tnoy  camo  to  an  agreomont.  Tho  same 
Councillor  asked  whether  it  was  net  necessary  for  the  Premior  in  such  a  enso 
to  considor  it  his  duty  to  deal  with  tho  matter  /T.N.  only/  aftor  having 
pursuadod  them  to  agree,  Tho  Premior  replied  that  a  discordant  opinion  would 
not  be  brought  to  tho  Premior.  Tho  same  Councillor  wanted  to  know  if  tho 
Premier  considered  that  the  Navy  Minister  and  the  Navy  Chiof  of  Staff  should 
agree  concerning  tho  moasures  to  bo  taken  on  mnttors  having  to  do  with 
military  strength,  Tho  Premior  ropliod  in  tho  affirmative. 

The  Chairman  of  tho  Committee,  TTO,  explained  in  detail  about  tho 
progress  and  tho  facts  of  the  negotiations  betwoon  tho  Navy  Minister's  Adminis¬ 
trative  Officer  and  the  Chiof  of  the  Navy  General  Staff  as  he  found  that  tho 
Premier's  reply  was  very  different  from  what  ho  had  hoard  concerning  tho 
question  of  the  agreement  of  the  Navy  Chiof  of  Staff,  and  ho  could  not  mako 
out  the  situation, 

Tho  Chairman  said  that  he  hopod  that  the  Premior  and  tho  Navy  Ministor 
would  mako  offorts  in  regard  to  tho  attendance  of  the  formor  Navy  Chiof  of 
Staff  in  ordor  to  solvo  the  problom,  end  to  assist  tho  progress  of  tho  con¬ 
ference,  Councillor  KURODA  expressed  his  agreement  with  tho  proposal.  Then 
tho  Chairman  of  the  Committee  stated  that  the  Premier  might  give  his  answer 
tho  next  day  aftor  consultation.  Tho  Premior  replied  that  ho  would  answor 
after  duo  consideration.  Ho  explained  also  that  although  ho  had  boon  informod 
of  tho  direct  appoal  to  tho  Throne,  his  opinion  might  diffor  from  that  of  tho 
fcnief  of  Staff  in  tho  matter  of  tho  interpretation  of  thoir  lack  of  agrooment 
to  which  he  hod  referred. 

Committee  Chairman  ITO  stated  that  ho  had  hoard  that  the  Ghiof  of  tho 
Naval  Gcnoral  Staff  had  never  expressed  his  concurrence.  To  this,  tho  Premior 
explained  that  he  had  never  said  that  the  former  Chief  of  Staff  had  agrood, 
but  that  ho  had  only  concluded  that  after  all  thorc  had  boon  no  objection. 

i 

The  Chairman  of  tho  Coranittco  3T0  doclarcd  tho  mooting  closed, 

(Tho  meeting  was  closed  at  4:20  P.M.) 
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The  Seventh  Meeting  of  the  Investigation  Comitt cc 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  the 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930. 

Held  at  the  Offioos  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  5  September  (Friday),  SI  I C17/*  5  /1930/ 


Those  present: 


President  KUFATCMI 
Vice  President  HIRA1TU1 A 


Chairnan  of  the  Investigation  Comittce,  Councillor  ITO 


Members  of  the  Investigation  Committee 


Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KAnAI 
Councillor  MIZOMACHI 


Councillor  KAMEKO 
Councillor  KUBOTA 
Councillor  Xi,JIAKATTA 
Couicillor  KURODA 


Councillor  DEN 


Absent: 


Ministers  of  Stato: 


Prime  Minister  H/JIAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAICARABE 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAUI 

Secretary  HCRIE 

Secretary  IltfTO 

(The  meeting  was  opened  at  1:05  P.M. ) 

Committee  Chairman  ITO  called  the  mooting  to  order,  and  read  tho  Primo 
Minister’s  answer  (refusal)  to  the  recommendation  for  tho  attendance  of  tho 
former  Navy  Chief  of  Staff. 

Councillor  KA  EKO  brought  up  the  point  that  at  the  Diet  tho  Prenior 
had  ansrored  that  ho  had  talcon  tho  military's  opinion  into  consideration,  v/hil 
hero  at  the  Privy  Council  tho  Prenior  hod  ansmorod  that  ho  had  obtained  their 
approval.  Moreover,  the  Pre  nicr  had  cjcplaincc’i  that  the  reason  nhy  he  had  not 
ans'Tored  to  the  same  offset  in  th.  Diet  as  here  tos  because  tho  matter  touched 
on  the  internal  relations  bot’/ocn  the  military  and  tho  civil  govornr.cnt. 

Ho-  ever,  Councillor  KANEKO  said,  he  proposed  to  ash  r;hy  "taking  into  considora' 
tion"  nas  all  right  and  "obtaining  approval"  ua3  all  vrrong.  He  then  shifted 
his  ouostioninff  to  inauiro  -.-hy  tho  provisory  clause  of  Articlo  23  of  this 
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treaty  was  put  in.  The  Navy  Minister  answered  that  as  it  was  indicated 
through  this  clause  that  we  have  not  renounced  our  claim  which  was  not  approven 
by  America  and  Britain,  it  would  at  least  givn  spiritual  strength  to  Japan  in 
making  her  claim  at  the  next  conference.  The  Premier  also  answered  that  as  it 
was  feared  that  this  treaty  would  pave  the  ray  to  restricting  Japan  s  heavy 
cruiser  strength  to  60*  of  that  of  America,  we  have  specially  provided  this 
clause,  and  thereby  have  shown  clearly  that  at  the  ne:ct  naval  conference  the 
attitude  of  the  different  countries  is  not  to  be  restricted  in  any  way  cry  the 
provisions  of  thi3  treaty. 

The  said  Councillor  KAiTEKO  argued  that  it  was  a  fundamental  principle 
of  international  law  that  no  independent  country  could  be  restricted  by  a 
treaty  after  its  expiration,  and  so  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  such  a  provis. 
Therefore,  it  was  an  extreme  sophistry  on  the  part  of  our  plenipotentiaries  to 
say  that  the  insertion  of  this  clause  was  an  achievement.  To  this  the  Prime 
Minister  made  some  explanation,  but  the  said  Councillor  again  asserted  that 
this  provision  was  only  an  excuse  and  that  any  kind  of  assertion  that  might 
lead  to  the  expansion  of  armaments  could  not  by  any  means  be  permittee,  in  the 

future. 

The  Premier  then  argued  that  although  it  -/as  not  vet  decided  whether  or 
not  Jaoan  would  make  claims  based  on  the  so-called  three  great  principles  at 
the  next  naval  conference,  even  if  that  claim  should  be  node,  it  ™uWnot 
always  mean  an  expansion  of  an, laments,  for  the  reason  that  if  light  cruisers 
and  destroyers  -/ere  to  some  extent  to  be  decreased  and  heavy  cruisers  and  sub¬ 
marines  to  be  increased  in  the  same  amount,  there  would  be  no  increase  in  the 

total. 

’S'hereuoon,  the  said  Councillor  further  gave  his  firm  opinion  that  by 
this  treaty  the  United  States  of  America  had  attained  its  object  of  limiting 
Japanese  heavy  cruisers  and  submarines  and  under  such  circumstances,  such  a 
provision  would,  of  course,  be  of  no  use  at  the  next  conference. 

Then  the  Navy  Minister  exolained  that  the  American  plenipotentiary  was 
inclined  to  be  ovor-enthusiastic  over  3-inch  cruisers,  although  from  the 
technical  view-point  6- inch  cruisers  are  not  always  inferior  to  8-mch  cruisers; 
and  as  to  the  merits  of  submarines  there  v:as  no  definite  theory. 

Then  Councillor  I'JTAI  asked  to  bo  allowed  to  sneak,  stating  that  he 
desired  to  brin~  the  ouestions  he  had.  been  asking  for  some  time  now  to  a  con¬ 
clusion,  but  as  tho  Chairman  said  that  there  would  be  a  further  chance  of  re¬ 
viewing  the  quostions  some  other  day,  the  said  Councillor  stated  that  it  was 
s irmly  beyond  his  conorencnsion  that  tho  Navy  Minister  snould  say  in  his  rep  y 
in  the  House  of  Peers'  that  the  age  when  the  strength  of  force  determines  all 
had  already  massed,  and  advocate  that  the  most  important  point  as  regards 
armaments  lay  In  keening  thorn  in  a  perfect  state  at  all  timos.  Ho  argued  that 
Jaoan’ 3  armaments  should  be  based  upon  the  possibility  of  a  crisis  in  the  peace 
of*  the  Orient  with  America  or  other  Third  Powers  intervening  in  Sino-Japanesc 
relations  over  rights  and  interests  in  Manchuria  and  Mongolia,  and  demanded 
to  know  the  Government's  ooinion  on  tho  matter. 
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To  this,  the  Premier  replied  that  it  was  a  fact  that  the  ratio  of 
strengths,  vis  a  vis  Ar -erica,  provided  in  this  treaty  vnuli  become  r.oro  ur.  • 
favorablo  for  Japan  the  nearer  we  get  to  U’36  and  therofore  it  woutd  be  auito 
natural  that  he  /Councillor  KATAI/  should  worry  aoo’-o  Japan's  rational  defense, 
provided  that  it  was  interpreted  in  a  Horror-  sense,  but  .  the  Premier  continued/ 
he  believed  that  friendly  relations  with  other  Powers,  financial  adjustments 
and  other  such  matters  were  likc-lso  the  essentials  of  national  defonse. 
Therefore,  although  he  too  was  dissatisfied  -dth  some  phases  of  the  national 
dofense  he  v:ns  dotomined  to  put  up  pith  the  present  state  of  things  for  the 
time  being-;  and  although  wo  --ovld  have  +o  boor  -dth  the  unfavorable  ratio  till 
the  end  of  193-e,  r:o  would  be  able  to  build  ships  from  tho  beginning  of  1937, 
and  so  wc  had  better  make  preparations  rdthin  the  scopo  admitted  by  the  treaty. 
If  mo  commenced  our  ship-building  simultaneously  -dth  the  expiration  of  the 
treaty  terms,  r;o  would  soon  bo  able  to  hold  70^  as  against  America;  and 
finally  the  Premier  asserted  that  it  was  a  groundless  fear  that  Anorica  would 
raise  trouble  in  China.,  taking  advantage  o*  the  period  v-hen  the  ratio  would  be 
low  for  our  country. 

Councillor  KA7AI  then  stated  that  it  would  be  a  vory  good  thing  if  our 
claims  wore  accented  at  the  next  conference,  but  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
groat  doubt  and  in  case  our  claims  wore  not  accepted  it  would  be  most  probable 
that  the  treaty  would  remain  as  a  virtually  permanent  restraint,  that  though 
he  -,-ould  not  say  that  America  would  nccossarily  raise  trouble  in  China,  ho 
believed  that  efforts  should  always  be  node  to  perfect  armaments  ‘  upon  the 
grounds  that  such  things  might  happen.  To  this  remark,  the  Premier  answered 
that  tho  reason  why  the  Government  had  signed  the  treaty  despite  some  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  it  was  because  the  treaty  was  short- tormed,  and  hence  tho 
Government  did  not  thin!:  tho  ratio  would  be  a  nermnnent  one. 

Next,  Councillor  YAKAKA17A  asked  how  much  burden  r.-ould,  in  reality,  bo 
lightened  by  tho  conclusion  of  tho  present  treaty,  which  estimate  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  have  already  made  as  a  natter  of  course.  Tho  Premier  stated  in 
reply  that  study  of  the  question  of  the  replenishment  of  military  strength  was 
under  wry  in  military  quart or s.  Ho  regretted  that  he  could  not  give  evon  a 
general  idoa  of  it,  except  that  tho  estimated  amount  for  the  ship-building  plan 
already  decided  upon  ms  500  million  yen  in  the  budget  for  1930,  out  of  which 
400  million  yen  :ould  become  financial  resources  both  for  the  replenishment  of 
military  strongth  and  for  tho  diminution  of  burdons.  The  percentage  for  tho 
t--o,  ho-  evor,  mo  sti?  1  uncertain,  but  he  asserted,  he  -would  allot  a  part  of  it 
to  tho  diminution  of  burdens  without  fail. 

Thereupon,  tho  s.aid  C<*fccillor  stated  that  ho  had  heard  that  it  was  the 
view  of  the  highest  naval  stan  officors  that  the  navy  would  be  insufficient 
for  national  defense  oven  if  the  shi^-’juilding  rights  as  recognized  by  tho 
present  treaty  should  be  fully  exorcised.  If  that  should  bo  true,  as  tho  tonna 
of  ships  which  Japan  was  authorized  to  build  by  tho  end  of  Shorn  11  /1936/  was 
106,000  tons  end  the  estimated  expenditure  therefor  was  about  330  million  yen, 
the  remainder  would  be  only  70  million  yen,  and  consequently  if  tho  replacement 
expenditure  should.be  added  there  - :ould  be  no  surplus.  On  the  contrary,  a  con¬ 
siderable  deficit  would  arise.  However,  the  press  had  said  nothing  about  tho 
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feet  thot  the  present  treety  vould  necessitate  such  a  largo  sun  of  money,  end 
the  Premier's  explanation  to. s  connlctcly  beyond  his  comprehension.  Thereupon, 
the  Premier  gave  assurances  that,  despite  the  fact  that  if  the  building  right 
•'ere  fully  exercised  the  amount  vould  surpass  300  million  yen,  the  right  v:ould 
be  exercised  appropriately  in  vie-/  of  financial  conditions.  The  said  Councillor 
further  contended  that  financial  matters  tthich  -;ould  result  from  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  should  of  courso  be  estimated  before  tho  signing  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  same  thing  could  be  said  of  tho  replacement  plan.  Ho-. ’over,  if  the 
Navy  Ministry  and  the  Naval  General  Staff  hud  not  yet  made  tho  replacement  plan, 
it  could  be  nothing  but  the  neglect  of  duty  cn  the  part  of  the  authorities  con¬ 
cerned,  Then  the  Navy  Minister  responded  that  the  replacement  plan  v;as  being 
studied  by  tho  Navy  Ministry  and  the  Naval  General  Staff,  but  unless  on  agree¬ 
ment  could  be  reached  botvocn  the  t  :o  and  prior  to  consultation  :?ith  tho 
Finance  Ministry,  the  matter  could  not  bo  presented..  On  this  point  Councillor 
Y/J.7JC«"i.TTA  bitterly  criticized  the  authorities  concerned  for  not  already  having 
a  complete  plan  and  said  that  it  tos  incomprchcnsiblo  that  it  should  not  bo 
presented  at  this  time* 

Then  Councillor  KUBOTA  stated  that  he  thought  tho  question  just  raised 
by  Councillor  Y/JIAICATA  v:as  o:.-trcmoly  important,  that  tho  fundamental  object 
of  the  present  treaty  tos  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  nation,  and  consequently 
unless  tho  effect  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  in  regard  to  this  point  ’.as 
studied  it  ought  not  to  Iicvc  boon  possible  for  it  to  have  been  signed  at  such 
a  conference.  He  requested  the  authorities  concerned  to  make  a  reply  ccntoring 
around  this  point. 

Then  Chairman  TTO,  stating  that  tho  other  remaining  questions  "ould  be 
left  to  the  next  meeting,  declared  the  meeting  adjourned, 

(The  meeting  tos  adjourned  at  3:30  P.M. ) 
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The  Eighth  Meeting  of  the  Investigation  Connittco 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  the 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930. 

Held  at  the  Offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  8  Scptor.bor  (Monday) ,  SHOT?/.  5  /1930/ 


Those  presents 


President  KURATOMI 
Vice  President  HIRAIIUMA 


Chaiman  of  the  Investigation  Connittoc,  Councillor  TTO 
Menbors  of  the  Investigation  Conriittoo: 


Councillor  KAUEXO  Councillor  KURODA 

Councillor  KUBOTA  Councillor  i-RAI 

Councillor  YATAKATA  Councillor  KATA  I 

Councillor  MIZUMACHI 

Absent:  Councillor  DEN 

Ministers  of  State: 

Princ  Minister  HAMAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TAKARA3E 
Foreign  Minister  SIUDEIIARA 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAMI 
Secretary  HORIE 
Secretary  II17F0 

(The  r.coting  ms  opened  at  1:00  P.M.) 

Cliniman  of  the  Connittec  ITO  celled  the  nccting  to  order. 

Councillor  KURODA  ashed  v/hat  ms  the  basis  upon  uhich  tho  naval  strength 
stipulated  for  each  country  in  the  present  treaty  ms  agreed  upon.  The  Navy 
Minister  renlied  that  the  existing  naval  strength  v.r.s  taken  as  the  basis  in 
the  Tashington  Conference  and  that  our  country  rr.do  tho  oxisting  strength  our 
basis  in  the  Geneva  Conference  also;  that  it  could  be  said  that  in  the  latest 
conference  although  both  Britain  and  the  Unitca  States  advoca.tcd  parity,  Britain 
generally  nr.de  tho  existing  naval  strength  as  the  basis,  v.-hilc  the  United  States, 
too,  nadc  the  existing  strength  in  a  bread  sense  as  the  basis,  and  Japan  also 
used  tho  existing  strength  ns  tho  basis  in  a  general  my.  Thereupon  tho 
Councillor  calculated,  the  tonnage  rhich  tho  United  States  should  possess  on  the 
basis  of  Japan's  existing  strength  and  also  pointed  out  the  tonnage  xhich  Japan 
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+hn^+  358!^3S  if  C,?f°  thc  °-:istin-  strength  of  the  United  States  is  taken  as 
of  ,Tbc:i  hc  nsxd  *hc  reason  r.<h y  our  country  had  agreed  to  a  ratio 

r  ^onfJ;h  ,rhich  :7c-®  vor7  unfavorable  to  our  Coventry  and  r/n s  content  v/ith  a 
L^,+V:  iCh  fS  ^ntanount  to  th0  annihilation  already  of  nunorous  mrcraft 
■without  engaging  in  a  single  battle.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that,  although 

;Jn‘10C?hn°w  h?4  ShJ  atnal  L  fron  tkc  standpoint  of  right,  the  Japanese  Government, 
since  the  Washington  Conicronce,  had  been  satisfied  trith  tho  ratio  of  70$  as 

Un+ibCd  S+”tC^r,Sld  sincc  its  instructions  for  tho  London  Conforonco 
were  Tx.sod  on  t.ic  rate  o_  t0$  against  the  United  States  in  total  tonnage,  the 
agreement  nr.s  raao  accordingly.  °  * 

.  ..  sa?°  Councillor,  aftor  explaining  thc  spirit  of  disarmament 

at  SSt«??s  / ^  U  £  ?,C‘l0^°  !™DKI  h*d  referred  to  in  his  speech 
thn+fS1?^  ns.:ed  whether  it  uas  not  inconsistent  v.dth  this  spirit 

ic.t  t..c  inst  .nation  o,  taking  ofi  and  landing  equipment  for  aircraft  on  25% 
o  the  cruisers  m.s  nov/ly  approved  in  thc  present  treaty,  and  ho  nskod  to 
kno.'  mat  attitude  and  means  our  delegates  had  taken  against  it.  Thc  Navy 
l(WwV0IlfT+Gd+wt  it  v.'ould  h  vc  been  sirelo  if  uo  had  followed  tho 
States  PaCt>  l3Ut  that  had  Gsrcod  upon  thc  strong  insistence  of  tho  United 

The  some  Councillor  th.cn  inquired  of  the  Prime  Minister  why  tho 
authorities  concerned  had  signed  such  a  treaty  as  this  one  v.-hich  mould  cause 
a  dofcct  ^  our  national  defense,  and  v.hat  counter-noasuros  tho  authorities 
had  to  remedy  this  defect.  Thc  Prime  Minister  ansv.'crod  that  absolutely  no 

d°ffct  F°yJd  bo  to  occur  in  our  national  defenso,  as  ho  believed  that, 

al  hough  there  night  bo  a  deficiency  from  tho  standpoint  of  operational 
tactics  nlth  only  the  naval  strength  permitted  by  the  treaty,  this  could  bo 

Vihor  nVVrl  stron-th  outf,idG  of  the  restrictions.  Hc  explained 
.  ^'va-ious^  v.’ays  for  supplementing  thc  naval  strength:  Ono  ucy 
n  uld  be  the  repletion  of  tno  substance,  and.  tho  other  muld  be  tho  improvement 
o  stratop- ,  but  that  ^ts  practical  plan  ms  nor;  under  consideration  by  tho 
departments  and  bureaus  of  tho  Navy  Ministry  and  ms  not  yet  in  a  stage  for 
announcement,  b 

Councilior  X//7AI  said  that,  although  it  ms  said  that  submarines  roro 
not  so  efi active  as  they  roro  believed  to  bo  by  the  public,  ho  thought  they 
were  most  nocossap  and  effective  to  a  country  possessing  topography,  national 
telt.,  r-nd  ccononic  conditions  like  our  country.  Stating  ttatho Su*t 
understand  the  reason  v;hy  submarines  rorc  being  replaced  by  airplanes  rhich 
had  an  entirely  different  capacity,  ho  asked  for  thc  viers  of  thc  Navy 
iuinrstor.  Tno  Navy  Minister  explained  that  he  had  only  said  that  opinions 
did  not  necessarily  agree  as  to  tho  fighting  value  of  submarines.  4ftor 
c°^r)^rin"  bhc  of  submarines  and  airplanes,  hc  explained  thc  r'.orito 

and  demerits  of  thc  tro  and  declared  that  thc  future  of  airplanes  ras  bocordng 
more  and  more  promising.  To  this,  the  sore  Councillor  argued  that  tho  Navy 
Minister's  words  might  have  tho  result  of  repudiating  thc  operational  elans  of 
the  Imperial  Navy.  Hc  said  that  tho  United  States  ms  extremely  afraid  of  tho 
submarines  of  thc  Japanese  Navy  rhich  had  made  great  progress  since  tho  Great 
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lar,  and  expressed  the  viev:  that  so  long  as  our  country  maintained  the 
existing  naval  strength,  the  United  Status  t ,’ould  surely  not  dare  to  fi^ht  our 
country.  He  then  ashed  the  ITavy  Minister  if  the  latter  -.-as  confident  of 
success  in  regaining  in  the  next  conference  the  submarine  strength  which  had 
been  lost  in  the  latest  conference.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that  our  Naval 
General  Staff  had  decided  to  rake  up  for  the  shortage  of  submarines  by  air¬ 
planes,  and  that  utmost  efforts  mould  be  nadc  in  the  next  conference  to  raise 
the  ratio  against  the  United  States,  although  thcro  were  no  groat  prospects 
of  success. 

,  ,  N°*t»  tho  sa5c  Councillor  said  that  the  ratio  against  the  United  States 
would  fall  below  70%  in  1936,  that  it  mas  very  cloar  that  a  tine  mould  cone 
’men  it  mould  become  very  disadvantageous  to  our  country  even  if  we  gained 
the  ratio  of  70%  in  tho  conference  of  1935;  and  that,  generally  speaking  ho 

Sc  csstnc0  national  defense  lies  in  being  prepared  for  emergencies 
v?ith  standing  armaments  and  not  to  be  exposed  to  danger  even  for  half  a  day. 

He  asvod  to  hear  the  views  of  the  Navy  Minister  on  this  matter.  Then  ho  said 
that  there  mould  be  a  great  difference  in  competition  for  mar ship  construction 
between  the  present  time  rnd  the  year  1936,  asserting  that  it  mas  needless  to 
soy  that  Japan  would  be  left  far  behind  the  United  States  if  competition  was 
started  after  the  naval  strength  had  been  once  rcplctcd.  Ho  asked  to  hear  tho 
Navy  Minister’s  views  on  this  point. 

..  ,.Thr°  Navy  I!inistor  replied  that  if  tho  treaty  failed  to  be  concluded, 
then  the  United  States  mould  bo  hostile  to  Japan  and  thoro  ’mould  be  no  guarantee 
that  she  would  not  undertake  direct  competition  with  our  country  in  ’Tr.rship 
construction;  that  although  the  ratio  against  the  United  States  in  the  S-inch 
gun  cruiser  class  would  fall  to  60%  and  tho  cruisers  would  be  of  old  ago,  as 
pointed  out  ’ey  the  Councillor,  and  no  one  could  say  that  no  trouble  m^ould 
occur  thon,  it  was  not  true  that  6-inch  gun  cruisers  could  not  necessarily 
st-cjic  o-inch  gun  cruisers#  He  cddocl  thr.t  sonc  udnirrjLs  even  c.sscrtod 

that  they  could  successfully  sink  one  C-inch  gun  cruiser  with  four  destroyers. 

Next,  the  3onc  Councillor  asked  about  the  circumstances  for  the  friluro 
of  our  delegates  to  obtain  the  reduction  of  the  tonnage  of  capital  ships  and 
also  their  guns,  as  had  been  instructed.  The  Navy  Ministor  answered  that 
Japan  insisted  on  lowering  the  tonnage  of  capital  ships,  but  that  Britain  and 
tho  United  States,  making  parity  between  them  their  rain  object,  had  not 
agrcod  to  our  proposal.  The  same  Councillor  further  stated  that  ho  m-as  of  tho 
opinion  that  there  was  no  way  of  making  up  the  defects  in  national  defenso 
unless  wo  carried  our  point,  and  he  asked  for  the  Navy  Minister’s  viom  on  this 
matter.  In  reply,  the  Navy  Minister  explained  that  by  defects  in  national 
defense  it  was  meant  that  a  shortage  in  naval  strength  would  arise  if  tho 
tactical  plan  based  on  the  already  established  national  defense  plan  should  bo 
carried  out  as  it  stood;  that  tho  shortage  was  not  impossible  of  being  sun- 
pi  cr.cn  tod  by  something  else;  that  even  if  wo  possessed  70%,  this  did  not  " 
necessarily  mean  comolctc  victory,  but  that  it  meant  that  a  fifty-fifty  battle 
could  be  fought;  and  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  ms  no  error  in  the 
deficiency  supplementation  plan,  because  it  had  been  unanimously  approved  ty 
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the  Supreme  War  Council.  Thereupon,  the  Councillor  ashed  if  thoro  was  no 
defect  in  national  defense,  to  which  the  Navy  Minister  replied  in  the  negative. 

Councillor  YAI7JCA7A  raised  a  question  to  the  following  effect.  Whereas 
the  other  dry  Primo  Minister  HAMAGUCHI  ensrorod  that,  in  regard  to  the  fixing 
of  naval  strength,  there  had  been  on  agreement  of  opinion  bctv:ocn  the  Acting 
Navy  Minister  and  the  Chief  of  the  Naval  General  Staff  XATO,  it  is  a  fact  that 
in  the  Diet  he  stated  that  he  took  into  consideration  /"3HHJSKAKU"/  the 
opinion  of  the  Naval  General  Staff.  Norn,  as  to  tho  nooning  of  the  word  " 
"SHIMSHAKU, "  the  "GSNX/j;, "  which  is  considered  the  m.03t  reliable  dictionary 
in  our  country,  defines  "SKINSKAKU"  as  "to  dor.pa.rc  and  then  select,"  Tho 
"DAEIIPPON  KOKUGC  DAIJ3TF.H, "  also  defines  it  as  "to  select  after  taking  into 
consideration  this  and  that,"  This  cord  docs  not  have  by  any  noons  tho  sane 
meaning  as  "DOI"  /TN  "agreement;  consent  approval"/.  No-.;  rhich  is  true? 

Thereupon  tho  Prime  Minister  asked  the  Committee  Chairman  for  permission 
to  explain,  but  the  latter  refused  it,  suggesting  that  the  matter  be  taken  up 
later  as  the  question  of  Supreme  Command  was  to  be  deferred  for  the  tine  being. 
Accordingly,  the  same  Councillor  turned  to  the  Navy  Minister  and  asked  whether 
or  not  tho  agreed  opinion  of  our  present  highest  nava.l  authorities  considered 
the  naval  strength  stimulated  lytic  treaty  to  bo  deibetivo.  The  Navy  Minister 
explained  in  detail  that  since  the  navel  strength  stipulated  ty  the  treaty 
involved  excesses  and  shortages  depending  upon  tho  categories,  it  had  boon 
decided  to  supplement  as  much  as  possible  those  portions  having  shortages  by 
making  accommodations  among  the  various  categories,  Tho  same  Councillor 
requested  him  to  answer  simply  "yos"  or  "no". 

Thereupon  the  Navy  Minister  ansv/erod  that  although  thoro  uas  a  shortage 
of  naval  strength  numerically,  no  defect  in  national  defense  would  be  allowed 
to  arise.  The  Councillor  further  asked  whether  although  the  Navy  Minister  said 
that  no  defect  would  be  allowed  to  arise,  it  wr.s  not  true  that  it  vr.s  tho 
second  best,  whereas  the  naval  strength  demanded  by  us  was  the  best.  Tho  Navy 
Minister  replied  that  although  it  was  correct  to  consider  it  as  the  second  best, 
it  was  possible  to  achieve  tho  object  of  national  defense  with  this  naval 
strength, 

Next,  Councillor  XAMEXO  said  that  national  defense  as  conceived  by  the 
Prime  Minister  was  quite  different  in  meaning  from  the  accepted  definition  of 
the  tern;  that  so-called  "XOKUBC"  morns  "national  defense, »  which  is  defense 
against  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  army;  end  that  economics,  diplomacy,  etc,, 
as  Grounded  by  tho  Prime  Minister  was  not  national  defense.  Ho  then  asked 
tho  concept  of  national  defense  r.s  spoken  by  the  Navy  Minister,  The  Prime 
Minister  explained  that  what  he  had  stated  before  was  national  defense  in  a 
broad  sense",  and  that  the  accepted  definition  of  national  defense  was  the  same 
as  defined  by  the  Councillor, 

Councillor  Y.'J’AKATA  pointed  out  that,  whereas  tho  Navy  Minister  replied 
that  our  national  defense  under  tho  treaty  was  the  second  best,  it  had  been 
explained  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  our  delegate  that  this  demand  was  tho 
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nininur.  linit  of  nation-1  defense;  and  that  if  the  second  host  would  do,  it 
TOS  a  He  to  have  celled  it  the  nininur  linit.  Then  ho  asned  if  the  highest 
naval  authorities  considered  it  possible  to  alnost  complete  national  defense 
by  supplor.cntat ion  of  naval  strength.  Replying  in  the  affimativc,  the  Navy 
Minister  said  that  it  ms  possible  to  rer  ove  alnost  all  defects  althoug 
perfection  night  not  bo  attainable.  Continuing,  the  Councillor  said  that  there 
-ere  nany  factors  -hich  decide  the  issue  of  battle,  but  considering  other 
factors  to  be  the  sane  for  the  tine  being,  wo  should  nako  the  naval  strength 
necessary  to  make  possible  a  fifty-fifty  battle  as  our  standard  and  mice  it 
the  minimum  linit  of  the  national  defenso  plan;  that  the  Government  s  instruc¬ 
tion  to  the  delegates  was  based  on  this  standard.  Accordingly  >  J*° 
whether  a  concession  fron  this  instruction  would  not  make  a  fifty-fifty  battle 
impossible.  The  Minister  answered  that  there  m3  a  chanco  of  carrying  on  a 
fight  at  alnost  fifty-fifty  basis. 

Thereupon,  the  Councillor  asked  in  return  whether  it  ms not  truo  that 
a  fifty-fifty  fight  was  inpossiblc  bocausc  of  this  "alnost  /  HOBO  /.  T 
Navy  Minister  said  that  the  Councillor  \7as  perfectly  right  in  this  opinion, 
but  that,  of  course,  he  considered  hir.solf  capable  of  assuning  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  it,  Novortholcss,  the  Councillor  doclarod  that  fron  a  comparison 
between  tho  rinn  to  bo  dram  up  within  the  scope  pomitted  ty  ^his  treaty 
oxti.  tho  original  plan,  ho  could  not  but  consider  tho  foroer  as  tho  boot  and 
tho  latter  as  tho  second  host. 

Lastly  tho  Prime  Minister  explained  that  the  statement  that  the  naval 
strength  stipulated  by  the  treaty  ms  insufficient  noant  that  the  naval 
strength  was  insufficient  for  maintaining  and  carrying  out  tho  operational 
plans  basod  on  tho  established  national,  defense  policy,  but  that  this  was 
naturally  different  from  the  dofccts  in  internal  defease* 

Chairman  1T0  announced  that  the  meeting  would  be  closed  today,  although 
there  were  further  questions  to  be  as-ted. 


(Tho  rooting  was  closed  at  3: 50  P.M. ) 
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Tho  Ninth  Hooting  of  the  Investigation  Comnittoo 
regarding  tho  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930, 

Hold  at  tho  Offices  of  tho  Privy  Council 
on  10  September  (Wednesday) ,  SHOW/.  5,  /1930/ 

Those  prosent: 

President  KUP4T0MI 
Vice  President  HTRAHUI.A 


Chairman  of  tho  Investigation  Coitnittco,  Councillor  ITO 

Monbors  of  tho  Investigation  Coraraitteo: 

Councillor  KA1IEK0  Councillor  ARAI 

Councillor  KUBOTA  Councillor  KATAI 

Councillor  Y/J1AKA7A  Councillor  MIZUHACHI 

Councillor  KIT.ODA 


Absent: 


Councillor  DEN 


Ministers  of  State: 

Primo  Minister  HAMAGUCHI 
Navy  Minister  TATARABE 
Foreign  Minister  SHIDEHLRA 

Chiof  Secretary  FUTAKAKI 

Secretary  H0RE5 

Sccrota.ry  MUTO 

(The  mooting  t.tls  opened  at  1:00  P.M.) 

Chairman  3T0  callod  tho  meeting  to  ordor. 

Councillor  KANEKO,  after  saying  that  it  tvas  his  belief  that  tho  delegates, 
at  tho  timo  of  signing  this  treaty,  had  alroady  investigated  hou  much  tho  burden 
on  our  pcoplo  nould  bo  roducod  try  tho  troaty,  asked  tho  amount  of  this  roducod 
burdon.  The  Navy  Ministor,  saying  that  ho  ,'ould  give  his  mental  ooloulation 
at  that  time,  mentioned  the  rough  amount  of  expenditures  in  caso  tho  troaty  vras 
successfully  concluded  and  also  in  ease  it  failod  to  materialize.  Tho  Council¬ 
lor  further  requested  the  investigation  of  the  maintenance  expenditures  ro- 
quirod  for  auxiliary  aircraft  undor  tho  troaty.  Councillor  ARAI,  too,  inquired 
about  the  amounts  of  expenditures  in  caso  tho  treaty  is  concluded,  and  in  caso 
it  failed  to  materialize. 
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Supplementing  the  reply  of  the  Navy  Minister,  the  Primo  Minister  ex¬ 
plained  the  difficulty  of  calculating  the  figures  and  said  that  the  reduction 
in  mount  -ould  be  almost  nil. 

Next  Councillor  KTZUTJ.CHI  said  that  ho  appreciated  the  circumstances 
which  made  the  calculation  of  maintenance  costs  difficult,  but  ho  ashod  to 
Imor:  the  source  of  revenue  for  the  suoplcmcntary  expend itur os.  The  Prino 
Minister  answered  that  the  sun  of  ¥580,000,000  appropriated  as  a  continuing 
expenditure  fron  Shown  6  /l93l/  to  Shove.  11  /l936/‘’ould  be  its  source.  Thcro- 
u-on  the  Councillors  cucstioncd  her*  this  amount  would  be  distributed,  Tho 
Prime  Minister  replr.ed  vh.-vt  beta  th^  r  yploncntary  expenditures  and  the  amount 
of  tax  reduction  wou.id  rv-T.  be  dneidrd  uivc.l  after  tho  natter  had  boon  discussed 
by  tho  General  Staffs  and  Minioti  ies  md  '  Iso' 'after  consultation  •..•ith  tho 
Finance  Minister  and  the  Foreign  Minister, 

Councillor  citing  figures,  discussed  the  expenditures  for 

national  do.fc.n30  and  declared  that  if  wo  exercised  our  rights  under  tho  treaty 
only  ¥60,000,000  would  bo  left,  which,  if  divided  into  five  years,  would  givo 
*10,006,000  per  year.  Ho  ashed  whether  airplanes  aid  other  facilities  could 
bo  provided  and  the  security  of  national  defense  ensured  with  such  a  small 
amount.  He  further  askod  whether  it  v.r.s  not  true  that  if  this  amount  were 
cxocnded,  tho  reduction  of  th<-  burden  on  the  oooplo  rrould  bocono  imoossiblo, 
*ho  Prime  Minister  roplied  that  if  rro  built  substitute  warcrc.ft  to  tho  full 
oxtont  of  our  right,  the  amount  remaining  would  be  ¥170,000,000,  but  that  it 
’,7a 3  still  an  undecided  issue  •. bother  v/o  v-ould  avail  ourselves  to  tho  full 
extent  of  the  right  to  build  substitute  v.r.rcraft. 

Next,  Councillor  ZJRAI  ashed  r/hethor  tho  nain  points  of  tho  budget  had 
not  yet.  been  decided  even  after  the  lapse  of  five  months  since  tho  signing  of 
the  treaty.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that  they  had  not  yet  boon  decided. 

The  Councillor  said  that  there  was  no  v/ny  but  to  defer  the  examination  of  tho 
bill  under  consideration  until  tho  time  of  the  compilation  of  the  budget, 
inasmuch  as  it  -r.s  impossible  to  approve  or  disapprove  it  before  sooing  the 
supplementation  plan.  He  Voquosted  that,  if  postponement  '7U3  Impossible, 
steps  bo  tahen  to  show  at  least  the  cubi.ino  of  the  plan.  Councillor  K.IZUM4CHI 
also  mr.de  the  acr.o  request.  Tho  Nava  Mi. lister  oxpl’.inod  that  he  had  boon  of 
tho  opinion  that  no  plan  fov  the  evas  of  auxiliary  warships  need  be 

submitted,  because  no  such  reg  ^  Ue  bon  by  the  Privy  Council  on  tho 

occasion  of  the  submission  by  the  PL/v  M  u...'  iei  of  the  Washington  Naval  Troaty 
for  imperial  ratification  on  the  ground  ■>h  ,  although  the  ratio  of  60%  for 

capital  ships  would  cause,  a  defect  in  our  national  defense,  there  would  bo  no 
hitch  inasmuch  as  no  rcstriotions  linrt  oo.n  placed  on  auxiliary  v.T.rcraft, 

Councillor  IwMTDKO  said  that,  according  to  tho  report  of  the  United 
Sta.tcs  Senate.,  -’hat  the  United  States  fears  most  is  submarines,  and  thereforo 
the  more  the  number  of  Japan cs .  submarines  'as  reduced,  the  more  powerful  tho 
United  States  ••ould  become.  Stating  thr.t  as  long  as  Japan  possessed  sub¬ 
marines,  there  was  nothing  to  be  afraid  of  fron  the  United  Statos,  that  world 
peace  and  international  faith  ’.*crc  m.crcly  out-.r.rd  courtesies,  and  that  poaoo 
was  untenable  without  repletion  of  military  strength,  he  discussed  the  in- 
dispensability  of  submarines. 
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Tho  Prime  Minister  stated  that  the  argtr.  -nts  on  the  treaty  „.0 

points,  namely,  the  fcc.r  that  v/o  •.:ould  be  bound  in  the  future  by  tho  ratio  of 
6o£  against  the;  United  States  and  the  reduction  of  our  submarine  forco,  but 
that,  it  mac  the  agreed  opinion  of  both  tho  Navy  Minister  and  the  Chiof  of 
Naval  General  Staff  that  through  tho  oorf  action  of  armaments  other  than  tho  so 
restricted  there  vould  be  no  insecurity  in  national  defense.  Ho  thon  expressed 
tho  hope  that  tho  Councillors  trust  the  Govornr.cnt  and  proceed  v.dth  tho 
deliberations. 


Councillor  IR!.I  again  requested  that  the  sunplcr.ontation  plan  and  tho 
rough  nr.ouat  of  tr.::  reduction  bo  shovai,  but  the  Navy  Minister  explained  tho 
reasons  vhy  this  could  not  be  done.  Councillor  KAI1SK0  pointed  out  that,  sinco 
a  national  defense  plan  \t.s  a  natter  undor  tho  direct  supervision  of  tho  Chiof 
of  Naval  Gcnoral  Staff  and  trr.nsrd.ttcd  to  tho  Navy  Minister  after  it  had 
roccivcd  Imperial  sanction,  he  could  not  understand  the  reason  given  to  the 
offcct  that  t.'o  night  rest  assured  beenuso  the  Cabinet  assumed  responsibility 
for  it. 


71th  the  conclusion  of  tho  foregoing.  Chairman  n’O  announced  the  closing 
of  the  mooting. 
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(Tho  meeting  v/as  closod  at  4:00  P.il.) 
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Chairman  o ?  the  Investigation  Connittcc,  Councillor  ITO 


Members  of  the  Investigation  Cormittoo: 


Ministers  of  Stato: 


(The  meeting  t.t.s  opened  at  1:00  P.II.) 


The  iv.nth  footing  of  the  Inertisation  Corrlttco 

regarding  the  Ratification  of  the 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930, 

Held  at  the  Offices  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  12  Soptenbor  (Friday),  3HOT7A  5,  /1930/ 

Those  present: 

President  KUPATOllI 
Vice  President  HIRAtroKA 
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Councillor  K/ilEKO 
Councillor  KU3OTA 
Councillor  YATAXA1A 
Councillor  KURCDA 


Councillor  DEN 
Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  KA7AI 
Councillor  MIZUMACHI 


Prir.e  Minister  HATAGUCHI 
Wavy  Minister  TAFJJlABE 
Foreign  !linistor  SIIIDEHARA 


Chi  of  Secretary  FUTAKAUI 
Secretary  HCU  IE 
Secretary  ilTTO 


Chairman  ITO  called  the  mooting  to  ordor.  Interrogations  rrorc 
continued. 


Councillor  K.77AI  argued  that  the  fact  that  the  fomor  Chiof  of  Naval 
General  Staff  had  dram  up  tho  pirn  for  the  supplementation  of  naval  strength 
did  not  necessarily  prove  that  he  did  not  disapprove  the  naval  strength  of  tho 
bill  under  consideration.  Ho  then  asked  ■..bother  it  ms  really  possiblo  to 
avoid  Insecurity  of  national  defense  by  supplementation  of  ornonents.  Tho 
Navy  Minister,  asserting  that  there  ras  no  difference  at  all  bet  'oen  tho 
diroot  report  to  the  Thnono  r.ia.dc  by  Chief  of  Naval  General  Staff  XATO  on 
2  April  and  the  purport  of  the  Suproro  !7.-.r  Council’s  reply  to  tho  Throne,  and 
further  that  there  ms  also  no  contradiction  bet.  cen  his  /TN.  XATO  ’  3/  statement 
and  this  reply,  he  read  the  statement  in  question.  Then  ho  further  stated  that, 
according  to  his  o  n  understanding  regarding  tho  contents  of  the  Supreme  Nar 
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Council’s  reply  to  the-  Throno,  defects  mould  arise  if  the  established  national 
defense  plan  mere  tc  be  maintained  and  operations  based  thereon  v-oro  to  be 
carried  out  vrith  the  iiavoj.  strength  agreed  In  this  treaty;  that,  thorofore, 
besides  ala-ays  maintaining,  of  course,  the  naval  strength  agreed  upon,  it  ms 
necessary  to  strive  to  replenish  the  air  force,  ir.provo  tho  narcraft  belonging 
to  categories  not  subject  to  tlio  restrictions,  replenish  tho  substance  of 
other  naval  armaments  in  general,  and  improve  taction,  once  tho  treaty  vas 
considered.  If  these  counter-measures  ucrc  carried  out,  he  said  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  there  aould  be  almost  no  hitch  in  national  defense  under  ore 3 out  con¬ 
ditions, 

Tho  s'-uc  Councillor  further  declared  that  the  tom  "zensho"  /TIT  "to 
take  proper  steps''/  of  •  Chief  of  the  Naval  General  Sta.ff  NATO  could  bo  in¬ 
terpreted  in  many  t.rys  and  could  net  almys  bo  tahon  to  aeon  only  tliat  tho 
military  strength  vac  not  disapproved,  and  ashed  vhy,  if  tho  nor.-  Chief  of  tho 
Naval  General  Staff  had  already  drawn  up  a  replacement  plan,  it  could  not  be 
presented.  The  Prime  Unis  ter  explained  that  although  the  military  strength 
provided  for  in  this  agreement  would  cause  some  defects  in  the  execution  of 
the  established  epera'ions  plan,  as  this  was  a  shert-tem  treaty,  ho  believed 
that  proper  replacement  would  enable  us  to  clear  awry  almost  all  senso  of 
insecurity  regarding  national  defense.  He  continued  that  as  thcro  ms  a  wry 
of  replenishing  our  strength  and.  because  tho  treaty  '..as  of  short  duration,  the 
treaty  had  been  signed,  Tho  Navy  Ministor  ansmored  that  it  v:a a  difficult  to 
prod.uco  the  replacement  plan  of  the  Military  immediately  that  day. 

Subsequently,  Councillor  YAMAIuA’A  said  that  tho  other  dry  the  Navy 
Minister  had  stated,  that  ho  could  not  reply  to  Councillor  KAUAI ‘s  inquiry  as 
it  involved  tho  lienor  of  General  NATO,  yet  now  he  (the  Navy  Minister)  said, 
that  Gcnoral  NATO  had  never  changed  his  principles.  If  that  mas  the  caso, 
in  that  wry  m.3  the  honor  of  General  NATO  involved?  Tho  Navy  Minister  renlied 
tliat  ho  had  simply  sr.id  that  he  could,  not  telle  about  his  /TN  General  NATO’s/ 
report  to  the  Throne  on  10  Juno  for  tho  sake  of  the  General’s  honor.  Tho  same 
Councillor  ached  if  he  night  take  this  to  noon  that  tho  Navy  Minister  mould 
not  mention  tho  ung..ntlcnanly  actions  /til.  tahon  ’ey  the  Goncral/  aside  fron 
ratters  ©oncoming  nU.itc.r->-  strength.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that  it  con- 
ccmod  His  Imperial  Majesty  end  the  General '3  own  movement  o’;  it  rr.3  not  con¬ 
cerned  directly  -with  military  strength.  The  sane  Councillor  argued,  that  a 
gentleman  should  make  his  novomonts  most  clear  and  subsequently  ashed.  •  -hctlior 
or  not  it  mas  true  tliat  at  the  time  of  tho  interview  of  Plenipotentiaries 
T7AKAT  3’TCI  and  Stir  son  in  London,  Mr.  Stimson  became  cirtrcnoly  angry  at  Mr. 
WAKATSUMI’s  assertion  and  tore  up  th .  document  given  to  him  ’y  Mr.  7AKATSUKI 
before  tho  latter’s  face  and  throw  it,  avey.  Tho  Navy  Minister  acltnowlodgcd 
the  fact  and  gave  a  detailed  account  of  it. 

Citing  the  Paries  ease  in  ■  rhich  Paries  committed  an  outrage  in  tho 
Japanese  Foreign  Ministry  on  about  the  first  year  of  Moiji  /about  136S/,  the 
said.  Councillor  discussed  the  proprieties  of  tru~  gentlemen,  and  sr.id  it  was 
a  superstition  to  think  that  the  Unit  ml  States  mas  a  country  of  justice. 
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He  asked  if  there  were  not  persons  in  the  Foreign  Ministry  holding  such  r. 
superstition.  Fur tv error o,  the  Councillor  said,  there  -.Tore  paoplo  in  this 
world  -he  nisundorstcod  the  Je.xx.nc3c  .mtion  ns  being  oxtromoly  warlike,  but 
Japan  Iie.d  maintained  her  pence  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  yoe.rs  f^on  tho  tiro 
of  the  AKAKtTS A  Rebellion  of  three  hundbod  raid  thirty-three  yco.rs  ago  until  tho 
HAMAGURI  GOM&T  3attlo,  after  •  hich  only  six  war  3  had  been  waged,  namely,  tho 
Conquest  of  CK03IIU,  the  HAKODATE  Fighting,  the  Southwestern  Rebellion,  and  tho 
r?ars  with  foreign  nations,  nrjncly,  the  Sino-Japonoso  War,  the  Russo-Japanese 
War  an-d  the  Gorran-Jananeso  War.  On  the  other  hand,  the  United  Statos  during 
tho  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  years  3incc  her  independence  had  fought  as  nany 
as  six  tiros,  namely,  the  IadepencUnoo  War,  tho  British-Ancrican  War,  tho 
Mexican  War,  th~  Civil  War,  tho  Sponish-Amorican  War  and  the  Qor  ran-Anor  icon 
War,  Therefore  she  had  fought  ncrc  then  twioo  as  nany  tiros  as  Japan.  They 
spook  of  humanity  and  Justice,  but  they  never  practice  then.  In  1926  the 
United.  States  clainod  the  Sino-Japonoso  Treaty  consisting  of  21  articles  to 
be  null  and  void  and  att  .noted,  tc  purchase  the  South  Manchurian  Railway.  Tho 
capital  ’.7ns  to  be  borrowed  from.  the  United.  States  with  the  railway  as  socurity. 
As  a  consoquonco,  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  and  the  Chinese  Eastern  Rr.ilT.ry 
could,  have  core  under  the  control  of  the  United  States,  and  Japan  rould  finally 
have  been  conpcllcd  to  'dthdra  -  from.  Manchuria  and  Mongolia.  Pcoplo  ’.’ore  apt 
to  believe  that  tho  United  States  was  a  country  of  hunanity,  but  3he  vr.s  far 
fron  being  so. 

According  to  the  ninutds  of  the  U.  S,  Senate  concorning  tho  ratification 
of  tho  London  Treaty,  Admiral  Pratt  stated  that  ’,'ith in  the  century  the  Unitod 
States  would  fight  for  the  sake  of  China.  A  century  is  a  figure  of  speech  in 
Eiglish,  moaning  "in  tho  not  too  distrait  future,"  Theso  were  the  words  of  a 
prominent  high  official  in  the  United  States  Government.  Then  who  can  guarantoc 
that  there  will  be  no  war  between  Japan  and  the  United  Statos?  Tho  only  T.ry 
to  prevent  such  a  war  •’ould  be  to  complete  Japan's  armaments.  Although  Japan 
could  still  bear  the  deficiency  in  her  armaments,  it  was  greatly  to  bo  feared 
that  this  deficiency  -.-ould  cause  a  gap,  from  which  a  Jc.pancsc-Aworican  war 
night  arise,  and  tho  Councillor  ashed  if  it  were  not  possible  to  build  up 
Japan's  naval  armaments  a  little  more. 

The  Foreign  Minister  stated  that  there  were  in  the  Foreign  Offico  no 
superstitious  persons  such  as  previously  mentioned,  and  after  reading  the 
net  os  of  the  speech  rode  'fy  Plenipotentiary  WAICATSUKI  in  Soattle,  expressed 
his  approval  of  the  principle  of  the  speech.  Then  explaining  the  nattor  of 
the  21  articles  of  the  Sino-Japanese  Treaty,  ho  said  that  after  all  the  United 
States  had  acknowledged  her  own  participation  in  the  said  treaty  only  because 
she  had  recognized  the  validity  of  tho  treaty,  Tho  Hinistor  also  doclarcd  that 
he  beliovod  the  United  States  would  never  fight  for  tho  sako  of  Chinn  though 
Admiral  Pratt  night  hnvo  said  so,  and  3oid  that  in  order  to  prevont  n  war  with 
the  United  States,  it  vr.s  norc  important  to  Increase  tho  national  power  rathor 
than  armaments. 

To  this  the  sane  Councillor  argued  that  neither  did  he  think  that  the 
statu  of  tho  national  powor  did  net  nattor.  Howovor,  ho  did  not  think  that  tho 
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peoples’  po'rer  ■  :culd  be  positively  fostered  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  and 
that  it  vould  be  impossible  to  lessen  their  burden  should  the  troaty  renain 
untiat  erialized .  On* the  contrary,  vould  not  more  money  be  saved  if  the  treaty 
were  abrogated? 

According  to  the  stenographic  records  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
of  the  U,  S,  Senate,  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  United  States 
should  be  active  in  the  Western  Pacific  (  cecn  end  that  only  Japan  could  prevent 
her  from  her  activity.  The  tester*  Pacific,  the  Councillor  continued,  meant 
the  Republic  of  China  and  it  virtually  meant  tliat  the  Japanese  Navy  should  bo 
demolished.  Then,  saying  that  although  he  could  not  obtain  any  satisfactory 
angers,  lie  vould  conclude  his  questions,  he  closed  his  speech, 

Subsemcutl-r  tnn  Pride  W-uiister  stood  up  and  contended  tliat  though 
Councillor  Y/JXCAA  had  sold  tliat  the  military  strength  provided  in  the  treaty 
and  its  replenishment  did  not  make  national  defense  secure,  tnere  probably  is 
no  country  that  ha3  a  complete  armament,  Jnpan’s  military  experts  have  af~ irmed 
that  a  fair  fight  was  possible  with  thi.3  strength.  Should  the  conference  end 
in  a  ruoturc  because  of  Japan's  attitude.  Japan  would  have  to  be  prepared  for 
a  shin-building  race  whioh  would  have  no  other  alternative  than  on  increase  of 
taxes,  and  it  soems  impossible  for  Japan’s  national  powor  to  last  thus. 

Moreover,  tho  rupture  of  the  conference  night  cause  a  war. 


■  Then  Councillor  YAMAKA7A  said  that,  according  to  that  reply,  Japan 
would  have  to  yield  to  the  United  States  in  fear  of  a  ship-building  race.  How¬ 
ever,  in  193$  her  ratio  as  against  that  of  the  United  States  would  be  6J,  and 
later  it  would  foil  to  ?0fo  and  thus  Japan  vould  have  to  submit  without  fighting; 
and  saying  tliat  ho  thought  thoro  was  no  oihor  wry  but  to  cone  to  a  decision  at 
this  tire°hc  ashed  what  the  others  thought  of  the  natter. 


Councillor  KUBOTA  expressed  opinion  that  for  national  defenso,  wealth 
and  diplomacy  were  necessary  in  addition  to  military  power,  and  although 
:aio  ledge  and  spirit  were  most  essential,  yet  there  was  no  other  way  to  settle 
international  disputes  but  to  resort  to  a"ms  in  tho  end.  Japan’s  importance 
today  in  tho  world  lay  in  her  military  power  alone.  The  London  Conforenco  was 
-hero  Britain  and  the  United  States  gave  expression  to  their  avarice  under  the 
fine  names  of  universal  peace  and  the  lightening  of  burdons,  but  they  wore  only 
afraid  of  Japan's  military  pov;er.  Such  being  the  situation,  he  said,  he  was 
most  concerned  over  tho  recent  question  of  the  Supreme  Command  and  thought 
it  vc s  essential  that  tho  Navy  Ilinistor  and  the  Navy  Chief  of  S„afj.  come  to  on 
a-roomont  in  deciding  the  military  strength.  Thoroforo,  upon  hearing  -hat  tho 
Minister  concerned  lied  replied  in  his  recent  instructions  tliat  the  two  had 
cone  to  an  agreement  he  was  greatly  relieved. 

Next,  Councillor  KANEKO  declared  that  he  liad  become  more  anxious  aftor 
hearing  the  Foreign  Minister’s  reply.  As  far  as  ho  know  the  United  States  was 
generally  opposed  to  Japan,  At  the  time  of  the  Russo- Japanese  7ar,  the  United 
States  had  *said  that  it  was  proper  that  Korea  be  annexed  to  Japan  and  lanchuria 
be  developed  by  Japan  with  the  Soutli  Manchuria  Railway  as  tho  foundation. 
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Ho-rover,  as  soon  as  Taft  became  President,  her  oolicy  suddenly  changed  and 
she  attempted  to  establish  the  AIGON  Railway,  but  in  vain  as  she  net  Japan's 
opposition,  oinco  then  she  has  been  tiying  to  make  Manchuria  a  market  for 
American  produo go .  Thus  acme  Americans  -ere  shouting  that  a  war  between  Japan 
and  the  United  States  was  inevitable  in  the  near  future,  that  docks  should  be 

ijT  Seattlc  eild  °'1'h0r  places  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  preparations 
should  be  raie.  Also,  a  prosecutor,  in  connection  with  the  oil' graft  case, 
had  read  a  toxegraa  ii  court  that  war  would  breed:  out  soon  bot-een  Japan  and 
the  united  Status;  and  when  the  Japanese  people  were  suffering  from  the  earth- 
mxa!:e  disaster  on  the  Kyrto  District  in  T/.I3K0  12  /1923/  the  American  Senate 
and  house  of  nenroccntatives  passed  the  Immigration  Law  rejecting  the  Orientals, 
ucn  is  1  no  history  of  the  unroed.  States,  Yet  tho  Foreign  Minister  sold  a 
•while  age  that  there  wo-  la  be  a  time  when  the  people  of  tho  United  States 
would  awa.:cn.  Than,  the  C'conciilor  said,  he  could  not  understand. 

Japaneso-Amerlcrn  relations  would  be  at  their  m-st  dangerous  point 
about  1937.  Tho  United  States  would  .nest  certainly  ourchc.se  the  South 
Manchuria  Railway  in  cooperation  with  China  end  irould  attemnt  to  drive 
Japanese  influence  out  of  Manchuria  and  Mongolia.  Such  being  tho  case,  it 
was  extremely  important  to  supplement  the  lack  of  r.ilita-y  strength  caused  by 
c  <ondon  Treaty,  Justice,  he  said,  was  only  superficial  courtesy  between 
nations,  and  tho  last  resort  was  military  power  alone.  That  Japan  could 
abolish  extra-territoriality  was  duo  entirely  to  tho  Sino- Japanese  T7ar.  On 
the  ot.nor  hand,  the  Netherlands  which  had  once  been  ’.mown  as*  the  •  -or Id '  s 
wealthiest  country  had  fallen  today  to  tho  oosi-ion  of  a  third-rate  countiy 
oecauso  of  the  limitation  of  he-  armaments.  That  a  small  country  like  Japan 
could  advance  inuj  tho  world  as  one  of  the  Five  Groat  Powers  was  due  entirely 
to  tho  military  men.  The  Treat:’-  of  Portsmouth  was  also  a  re-ard  of  Japan's 
military's  victory. 


I 


,  1x1  ^*°i ji  22  /1C^9/  when  he  Councillor  KANEKO/  had  gone  to  Eu-opo 
v’itli  tnc  newly  established  constitution  and  as'cod  constitutional  scholars  of 
tho  different  countries  for  their  criticisms,  Articles  11  and  12  of  tho  Con¬ 
stitution  are  •  t.ieir  attention  most.  Th.jy  highly  praised  theso  nrovisions 
saying  that  such  a  constitution  was  unequaled  in  the  world,  tliat"  it  was  only 
in  Japan  that  tho  Erreror  himself  exercised  supreme  military  authority,  that 
thiii  wap  entirely  tho  fruit  of  the  cnocial  characteristics  of  Jaoanoso  history 
which  tho  various  European  countries  wished  to  obtain  but  could  not,  and  that 
with  such  articles,  military  command  could  bo  firmly  secured.  National  defense  < 

’Ois  tho  guarantoo  for  national  life,  tho  Councillor  assorted,  and.  its  deficiency 
should  be  most  fcarod.. 


As  tho  Japanese  military  system  was  characteristic  of  Janan,  being  based 
on  tho  Japanese  fighting  spirit,  soul,  and  national  structure,  "it  should  be 
perfected  to  tho  last.  On  the  basis  of  the  spoochos  made  in  the  United  States 
Senate  there  couxd  be  no  doubt  that  the  London  Treatv  was  a  nronaraticn  for 
pressure  against  Japan  after  1936. 


I 


Committee  Chairmen  ITO  announced  the  closing  of  tho  mooting, 
(Tho  meeting  was  closed  at  4:00  P.M.) 
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The  Eleventh  Meeting  of  tho  Investigation  Committee 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  the 
London  Maval  Treaty  of  1930, 

Held  at  the  Offices  of  tho  Privy  Council 
on  Vj  September  (Monday),  3KC7ZA  5  /1930/ 

Those  present: 

President  KCPJTCKI 
Vico  President  IIlRANOilA 

Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Committee,  Councillor  ITO 


XURODA 

ARAI 

KAWAI 

IDZOUACHI 


Ministers  of  State: 

Prime  Minister  HAMAGUCHI 
v  Navy  Minister  TAXARABE 

Foreign  Minister  SHIDEKARA 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAXAMI 

Secretary,'-  HO?. IE 

Secretary'-  M17T0 

(The  meoting  was  opened  at  1:00  P.M.) 

Committee  Chairman  ITO  called  the  nesting  to  order. 

Councillor  KURQDA  aslced  whether  tho  rumor  was  true  that  the  Government 
had  sent  a  document  to  the  Naval  General  Staff.  The  Prime  Minister  at  tho 
time  the  instructions  were  sent  replied  that  he  was  requested  by  the  Navy  try 
letter,  in  case  the  trea.ty  wore  passed  in  the  original  form,  to  fully  con¬ 
sider  each  and  every  item  for  the  sake  of  technical  improvements  and  complete¬ 
ness  of  content  of  the  national  defense  plan,  and  he  had  answered  that  he 
would  consider  thorn  thoroughly  after  it  had  passed  the  Cabinet,  Again,  the 
same  Councillor  stated  that  though  the  authorities  had  often  explained  that 
the  determination  of  military  strength  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  ho  wonder od  what  this  meant,  because  it  could  not  bo  decided  without 


Members  of  the  Investigation  Committee: 


Councillor  KANEKO 
Councillor  XU3CTA 
Councillor  Y/J  AKATA 


Absent: 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


C ounc ill or  DEM 
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the  agreement  of  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff.  The  Navy  Minister  replied  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  get  the  agreement  of  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff.  The 
saTiG  Councillor  said  t!.at  according  to  the  reply  made  by  the  Government,  the 
opinions  of  both  the  parties  are  s/id  to  have  agreed,  •'wt,  he  ashed,  did  they 
agree  in  praatice?  The  Navy  Minister  repliod  that  the  practical  matters  wore 
now  under  negotiation. 


ITavy  Chief  of  Staff  TOGO  and  Army  Chief  of  Staff  CO  once  rc.de  a 
direct  appeal  to  the  Throne  concerning  Amy  and  Navy  expansion  and  when  the 
Impo-ial  assent  ms  granted  to  the  SAIOHJI  Cabinet,  a  meeting  of  Marshals  and 
Admirals  xrc. s  held  conccming  financial  aspects  and  it  was  dccidod  that  the  plan 
would  be  carried  out  gradually,  but  with  regard  to  national  defense  require¬ 
ments  the  decisions  rould  always  be  made  by  the  Navy  General  Staff  and  tho 
Army  General  Staff. 


Then  the  Councillor  ashed  if  this  draft  ’.'as  tho  gist  of  the  supplementary 
plan  agreed  upon  by  the  Military  Authorities.  The  Priro  Minister  replied  that 
as  he  ’lad  explained  many  times  before,  tho  plan  for  supplementary  military 
strength  could  not  be  established  without  regard  to  financos.  To  tho  inquiry 
of  the  same  Councillor  about  tho  budget  surplus  T;hich  would  result  from  the 
London  Conference  and  the  estimated  amount  of  military  power  desired  by  the 
specialists,  the  Navy  Minister  replied  that  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  answer 
at  the  mom  nt,  as  he  had  stated  many  times  before. 


Next,  there  were  several  questions  and  answers  betwoon  the  Councillor 
and  the  Navy  Minister  in  regard  to  supplementing  hr,"  airplanes,  tho  lac!:  of 
submarines,  and  the  Councillor  pointed  out  that  according  to  the  treaty,  Jap; 
was  to  m.it  with  fclc.cd  arris  until  the  United  States  had  built  fifteen  hoavy 
cruisers,  and  to  the  United  States  this  was  not  the  reduction  of  armaments, 
but  on  the  contrary,  an  expansion;  and  he  asked  if  this  matter  was  not  dis¬ 
cussed  in  tho  London  Conference,  Tho  Navy  Minister  answered  that  the  number 
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h?Y™;i0CTS  alroad?  '3uilt  TO*S  tTO>  **  that  she  liod  more 
t  ,  tfn  -f.  i  ‘cluda‘  those  under  construction,  and  the  total  number  r/ould 

t^Gnt7“tnrco  if  v/o  included  those  provided  for  in  the  budgot;  end 
although  our  delegate  had  endeavored  at  first  to  limit  the  number  to  fifteen, 

7.  ,-Tls  131  va^-n,  and  io  r:as  finally  decided  at  eighteen;  hence,  v/o  could  call 
lt4°?  c*^3iPn  of  ornaments  for  the  United  States  if  considered  from  the 
point  of  vie-  of  her  present  strength.  Thereupon,  the  sr.no  Councillor, 
pointing  out  tnc  fr.ct  that  the  United  States  had  cxnond3d  her  armaments  try 
the  London  Conference,  orrola.^cd  thr.t  she  r/ould  be  able  to  build  up  r  rell- 
balanocd  fleet  for  the  first  time  through  the  treaty. 

,1TV_„  .  CwwiL°r/‘PA"r::s;:cd  i:  ho  C01lld  h°or  about  the  replacement  plan  agreed 
upon  by  both  tnc  Wavy  I. in is ter  and  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff,  and  if  any  special 
obstacles  might  occur,  if  the  investigation  mere  to  be  postnoned  until  the 
budget  had-  been  made.  The  Prime  Minister  replied  that  it  could  not  be  dclryod 
until  the  completion  of  the  budget  because  if  the  plan  did  not  receive 
Imperial  assent  the  political  situation  r/culd  nrobably  become  unsettled 
causing  depression  in  economic  circles.  And  he  expressed  his  anxiety  because 
so  much  gold  had  been  fior:ing  out  during  the  latter  half  of  that  year. 

o  4.  Committee  Chairman  ITO  toot  the  floor  and  stated  that  slico 

September  1j,  eleven  conr.iii  tec  meetings  have  been  held  in  the  course  of  ■  -hich 
nanyprobloms  have  been  discussed  and  investigated.  But  as  to  the  decision 
?n  vlr  ’ *7,  strength,  the  question  has  been  raised  r/hether  it  has  been  agreed 

to  Py  the  Ldlitary  Authorities  or  not,  to  -hich  the  Prime  Minister  has  declared 
repeatedly  that  ne  regards  it  as  having  boon  agreed  to  by  the  Military 
Authorities.  As  there  arcrc  some,  ho -over,  v/ho  still  doubted  the  fact,  they 
requested  the  Government  to  summon  Mr.  NATO,  but  the  Government  did  not 
r  spond,  and,  therefore,  it  has  become  impossible  for  this  body  hr*  its  orn 
pov/ers  to  directly  investigate  the  facts.  But,  as  the  Navy  Minister  has  ex- 
plaincd  that  an  Inncriol  decision  v.r.s  given  to  the  effect  that  the  agreement 
°T  'h0  ^‘itiwy  Authorities  is  necessary  in  doaling  */ith  matters  of  Military 
^nd  the  Cabinet  has  received  the  information  already,  the  or  obi  cm 
of  oho  Supremo  Command  must  be  s'.id  to  have  ceased  to  exist. 

No  ansror  as  to  the  telegram  of  the  Navy  Chief  of  Staff  has  been  rc- 
ceivcd,  and  such  being  the  case,  you  /ill  kindly  understand  that  there  is  no 
further  necessity  to  request  the  Government  to  tender  it.  With  regard  to  the 
replacement  and  financial  plans,  vhich  arc  essential  for  investigating  this 
treaty,  the  Government  requests  us,  as  it  v:crc,  to  sign  blindly  r/ithout  their 
'X  mg  submitted  to  us  at  all;  but  r/o  cannot  place  too  much  faith  in  tho 
Government,  considering  the  duty  of  guv  Council.  At  tho  previous  meeting 
ho-.vor,  the  Navy  Minister  stated  the  contents  of  the  Supreme  War  Council's 
reply  to  the  Throne  In  connection  rith  the  present  treaty.  According  to  that 
statement,  it  is  certain  that  thero  mere  some  items  In  the  said  reply  co.ncorn- 
ing  the  replacement  of  naval  strength,  and  since  this  is  the  only  key  for 
deciding  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  treaty,  that  is  -hy  -c  intended  to 
request  the  Government  to  submit  it  at  the  opening  of  these  ccmxiittcc  hearings, 
but  as  r;c  loomed  that  it  might  cause  delay  in  the  proceedings,  re  had  hoped 
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that  the  Government  would  present  it  voluntarily;  but  no-  ,  however,  as  the 
Navy  Minister  hii  s  If  has  described  its  contents,  there  can  be  no  ham  in 
presenting  the  reply  to  the  Privy  Council,  so  today  ::c  again  request  it3 
presentation.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet  to  shov; 
us  the  reply,  for  the  Prino  Minister  mist  have  been  informed  about  it  privatoly 
as  its  contents  are  a  state  affair,  and  I  think  it  is  the  Government 1 s  duty 
to  shov:  us  the  reply.  I  hope  the  Government  will  show  its  sincerity  by  pro- 
c coding  to  do  so  no  natter  how  important  it  considers  the  natter  to  be.  Wo 
"ill  c’rpcct  a  reply  b”  letter  after  due  consideration. 

To  this,  the  Prime  J.'inistcr  replied  that  although  it  was  stated  tliat 
he  altered  his  rns  .’or  in  this  meeting  from  th.at  which  he  had  made  in  the  Diot 
concerning  the  :$i  prcnc  Command,  he  has  not  changed  the  principle  ’jut  only 
was  discrcot  in  his  choice  o’  ’.rords.  The  extent  of  replacements  /of  naval 
strength/  and  the  reduction  of  taxes,  cannot  be  published  at  this  moment  ns 
they  are  nov:  under  itr/ostigati  oxi  as  well  as  negotiation.  The  Cabinet  believes 
that  they  r.ru  not  obliged  to  present  such  documents  as  materials  for  the 
purposes  of  investigation  though  they  have  no  objection  to  producing  them  if 
they  arc  completed;  but  they  arc  not  finished  as  yet. 

He  also  stated  that  "hen  this  draft  was  presented  for  discussion,  tho 
President  requested  t’lat  the  reply  to  the  Throne  be  produced  as  it  was  a 
necessary  material  for  investigation  before  tho  bill  was  submitted  to  tho 
Committee.  But  he  had  on sacred  that,  as  the  Government  did  not  keep  it  at 
hand,  tho  document  could  not  be  produced,  and  therefore,  tho  Connittoo  should 
be  convened  again  a3  soon  as  possible  to  hear  the  oxplanc.t ions  of  tho  Ministers 
concerned.  Though  the  sane  request  has  boon  again  received  from  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  it  is  hoped  that  he  "ill  bo  satisfied  -  ’ith  what  tho  Navy 
Minister  stated  in  detail  the  other  day  in  regard  to  his  opinion  in  approving 
the  reply,  and  if  he  still  insists  on  the  request,  there  is  only  one  way  left, 
that  of  refusing  it  at  once,  the  P-’iro  Minister  declared. 

Committee  Chairman  ITO  announced  the  meeting  closed, 

(Tho  meeting  was  eloeed  at  3: CO  P.M. ) 
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Tho  Twelfth  Hdo-ting  of  tho  Investigation  Conmittoo 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930. 

Held  at  tho  Gfficcs  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  17  Scotombcr  (Wednesday),  SHOTA.  5,  /1930/ 


Those  present 


President  KUTATOiil 
Vico  President  HNtANUHA 

Chairnan  of  the  Investigation  Committee,  Councillor  3T0 

Members  of  tho  Investigation  Connittco: 

Councillor  DEI 
Councillor  A RAI. 
Councillor  KAWAI 
Councillor  MIZUKACHI 


Councillor  KAITEKO 
Councillor  KU30TA 
Councillor  YliUXL^A 
Councillor  KUHGDA 


Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAHI 
Secretory  HORIE 
Secretary  HUTO 

(The  mooting  was  opened  at  1:00  P.K.) 

Chairman  TTO  called  tho  meeting  to  order  and  the  Coramittoc  went  into 
discussion. 

By  the  request  of  Councillor  ICOBOTA,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
expressed  his  opinion  as  follows:  As  tho  Government  unfortunately  has  not 
consented  to  present  the  investigation  materials  v-hich  wore  roquostod^ by  the 
Committee,  wo  have  no  choico,  taking  in  consideration  the  limits  of  tho 
authority  of  the  Privy  Council,  but  to  close  tho  investigation  at  th_s  stage 
and  mrJee  out  a  report.  However,  although  \:c  can  say  that  the  investigation 
of  the  treaty  was  made  impossible  because  necessary  materials  woro  not 
produced,  there  is  tho  consideration  that  such  an  attitude  nay  cause  tho  Privy 
Council  to  lose  its  dignity.  Moreover,  wo  arc  somewhat  lacking  in  grounds 
for  argument  that  the  treaty  should  be  abrogated.  Therefore,  I  think  It  best 
that  '.to  state  In  a  part  of  our  report  that  if  full  cooperation  be  nainta^ncd 
with  tho  Military,  if  tho  replacement  pirn  for  national  defense  be  carried 
out.  if  the  people's  burdens  be  lightened  and  if  thus  a  complete  fulfillment 
of  tho  objectives  of  the  treaty  can  be  ejected;  thon,  it  rill  be  proper  for 
the  Emperor  to  ratify  the  treaty  on  tho  grounds  that  tho  Government  and  tho 
military  authorities  axe  responsible  for  the  treaty. 
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To  this  Councilors  KIP-ODA  and  ARAI  expressed  their  opinions,  cxd 

CodneiU^fe^  if  X.  “o-iSS 

sr04^^ 

S£A£  STtS^t  "  %r 

tinuc  to  the  ond  to  give  ronroprintc  replies  to  -■•  ^  opinion  of  tho 

there  -ould  he  no  other  wy  hub  to  not  In  ncco^no.  ^tho^  ^  of 

Connittoo  Chairman.  He  s~  id  tnat  he  bcl  ^ved  that  he  pished 

the  Privy  Council  mas  fulfilled.  Councilor  s^X^r bearding  to  the 

to  postpone  the  day's  ;  decision  >or  fur nx^iw\c  60^°of  thrt  of  the  United 
treaty  our  military  strength  mould  |  Tq  tM  tho 

States,  and  in  cas-  of  a  mar  Our  country  _  -  x£c  srJ,G  Councmor  further 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  czprv.ssod  nis  thc' opinion  of  tho  Committee  yjus 

contended  that  the  ratter  oj.  anetner  *.  j+i  +u„*v,rtnnr  of  tho  Committee  and 

adopted  by  thc  Council  Had  nothing  °  cixriman.  Subsequently,  Councillor 
argued  on  t-.ro  or  throe  points  rith  tho  GU.-imn.eu  s  4 ^  mtcrlal> 

condition  recently,  he  agreed 

entirely  rith  thc  Chairman's  point  o.  vicn. 

Councillor  KAHEKO  explained  the  purport  of  and 

Constitution^  and^avc  gbo°id  decided  by  a  direct  ape  cal  to  the 

Throne  Try  the  military  and  should  not  b.  dccided  in  the  Cabinet^  opinion, 

KUBOTA  then  stated  that  although  J^d  bc  practiced 

the  situation  -ould  not  alio,  it,  Jjd  so  un  *  s  rg  fi,.hting  for  tho 

8°«~£w-  c°-“m°r  «“*  agrood  uith 

Councillor  KUBOTA, 

- atcr  c  number  of  discussions  among  the  Committee  members  it  jas 
decided  t^rs*  the  bill  in  r.ccordmcc  -ith  thc  opinion  of  tho  Connittoo 

Chairman. 

___  j  jl t_ — x  itf,  finmittcc  --ould  convene  once  more  in 

^  tfSc^Tff  aoc^cd  tho  rooting  cloecd. 

(The  meeting  -.-as  closed  at  3*00  ?.*■•) 
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The  Thirteenth  licoting  of  tho  invc sti  gc.tion  Committee 
regarding  the  Ratification  of  tho 
London  Naval  Treaty  of  1930. 

Held  at  the  Offices  of  tho  Privy  Council 
on  °6  September  (Friday),  SI-IOTA  5  /1930/ 


Those  present: 


President  KURAXOfll 
Vico  President  HIRAIIUI'A 

Chairman  of  the  Investigation  Committee,  Councillor  ITO 
Members  of  the  Investigation  Connittoo: 


Councillor  CRN 
Councillor  ARAI 
Councillor  XAJtAI 
Councillor  HIZUIf.CHI 


Councillor  KATEXO 
Councillor  KUBOTA 
Councillor 
Councillor  KUT.ODA 

Chief  Secretary  FUTAKAIil 
Secretary'  KCRIE 
Secretary  JIUTO 

(Tho  rooting  -.ms  opened  at  1:00  P.1.1,) 

Cijiiman  ITO  called  the  riveting  to  order  and  expressed  his  desire  to 
onit  clause  ’err  clause  consideration  of  the  treaty  as  a'  preliminary  investiga¬ 
tion  had  already  been  na.de.  The  Committee  thon  began  to  deliberate  on  tho 
draft  of  tho  investigation  report, 

Reading  of  tho  draft  of  the  investigation  report.  (Secretary  KORIE 
read  it  several  tines,) 

During  this  tine  one st ions  and  suggestions  ’..■ore  made  by  the  various 
ru  rib  or  s  of  the  Committee,  Finally  the  draft  of  the  report  ’..*as  decided  upon, 

Cha.irr.ian  HO  announced  the  closing  of  the  meeting. 

(The  meeting  rras  closed  at  2:00  P.II.) 
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CERTIFICATE 

I.P.S.  No.  1124 

Str.tnr.irit  oT  Sendee  an\  Authenticity 
I, _ T.  r-UZITI _ _ _ hereby  certify 

that  I  an  officially  connected  •;,itli  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 
folio ’in?  capacity:  Segret^rT'  of  Privy  Council-  -  - 


and.  tint  an  such  official  I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto  attached 


consisting  of  240  pagoc,  dated _ 
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Secretariat  of  the  privy  Councils". _ 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached,  record  and  document  is  an  official 
document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  port  oj.  the  cx.^iciol 
archives  and  files  of  the  follorriny  nrmed  Ministry  or  department  (specifying 
also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official  designation 
of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files) : 


Signed  at  Tolc'o  on  this 
1  day  of  Oct..  1946. 


Witness:  J.  A.  C-F'TIS.  ?.d  Lt_. 
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Official  Capacity 
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associated  «ith  the  General  Headouartors  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the 
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above  signed  official  of  the  Japanese  Govemnent  in  the  conduct  of  my 
officir.l  business. 
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